A SERIES OF BIBLE STUDIES ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS
BY RICHARD MERRELL
(Australia 2000)

These studies will reflect the teachings of the Early Church, the Apostolic teachings of those
who were the disciples of the Apostles. These are called the Ante Nicean Fathers.
"Because therefore that we are justified by faith, we are at peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ." Romans 5:1
"For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, which is the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransom for all men.." 1 Timothy 2:5
"Study to shew thyself laudable unto God a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, dividing
the word of truth justly." 2 Timothy 2:15
"For all scripture given by inspiration of God, is profitable to teach, to improve, to amend and
to instruct in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect and prepared unto all good
works." 2 Timothy 3:16
TYNDALE'S NEW TESTAMENT 1534
Please TAKE any study or you want, ALL is FREE to the 'body of messiah' for if I charged
money for that which is of God I would be as the userers and merchandisers whom our Lord
drove from the temple with a whip. For the shepherds are not to get rich by robbing the sheep
and lording it over them, but they are to lead by example, see I Peter 5:1-4.
The word 'DIDACHE' is Greek and means 'doctrine/teaching' I believe in the 'Kanon' or 'RULE' of
faith. Therefore I present this teaching/doctrine, my words to you are those of Jude; "Beloved, while I
was very diligent to write you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints." Jude 3.
Knowing that I shall receive greater judgement at the 'seat of Messiah' for what I have taught is a
sobering thought to me. Thus I present my work to you as a gift from our Lord and Saviour Joshua the
Christ. I have included texts from Early Church Documents by the Apostolic Fathers; so that you might
gain some insight into the 'FAITH' which was 'ONCE' delivered to the saints. It's verily in the love of
Joshua I just want to share with you the wonderful blessings that God has bestowed upon me, through
the poems He has given me, and Bible Studies that He has by grace allowed me to write. ( For instance,
the early church knew nothing of a rapture before or in mid seven years, they taught that the church
would suffer tribulation, that Joshua would come at the end, 'catch up' the church and destroy the wicked
one. ) that is the 'faith once delivered to the saints' see my study PAROUSIA, God bless you richly as
you read what I've written in Yeshua' name, amen !!

IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT I STAND WITH THE APOSTLES AND THOSE WHOM THEY
TAUGHT
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ALSO PLEASE NOTE THAT I USE THE NAME YESHUA FOR OUR LORD, THAT IS HIS NAME IN HEBREW,
JOSHUA BEING THE ENGLISH FORM, THE NAME JESUS COMES FROM THE GREEK IESOUS. THE WORD
MESSIAH MEANS ANNOINTED, AGIN IT IS HEBREW, THE GREEK FORM IS CHRISTOS, THE ENGLISH FORM
BEING CHRIST. THUS OUR LORD CAN BE CALLED YESHUA THE MESSIAH, YOSHUA OR JOSHUA THE
MESSIAH OR JESUS THE CHRIST.

I begin with one of my poems

FOR ME !
I was standing in a crowd one day
And there was such a din
Everyone was crying out;
"Away and crucify Him!"
I asked of one standing near
"What means this they're screaming?"
He told me that the one on trial
Was guilty of "blaspheming."
"How" I asked "is this what is it he has done?"
The other one replied
"Said He and God were One."
And as I then beheld this man
Who had been scourged and blamed;
I could not tell just what it was ?
But I felt so ashamed.
For I could see within His eyes
As he looked back at me;
One who was a loving friend
He was no enemy.
And on the hill called Calvary
Outside that City gate,
They nailed Him to His heavy Cross
Then they reviled with hate.
As I approached His dying form
I saw the blood-soaked ground;
I cried, I fell down at His feet
My Saviour I had found.
For into His eyes again I'd looked
And this time I did see,
He had no need to say one word 'cause He was there FOR ME !
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The blood of Jesus is 'precious blood' it is also 'Holy blood'.
Jesus entered heaven with His blood having obtained eternal redemption Hebrews 9:12
We too can enter by His blood, through the veil, His flesh, this explains to us the curtain tearing in twain when
Jesus died, He opened the way for us to stand before the 'seat of grace'. We are encouraged to enter by a new and
living way. Hebrews 10:19, 20. Amen

STUDY I
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
SERMON THE TRUTH OF THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED...JUDE 3
Salutations and may the grace of and shalom from God the Father and from our Lord Yeshua/Jesus be
with each of you who are the sons and daughters of the common faith...AMEN
Now, let's take a look at what the SCRIPTURES and the EARLY CHURCH taught of the return of
our Lord Yeshua. I declare to all who read this by the truth of Messiah and his apostles that there is NO
pre tribulation or secret coming of Lord Yeshua for the church!!!
The coming of our Lord is PRE WRATH The saints are CAUGHT UP at the END, and not before
or in mid seven years.
'UNTIL THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES BE COME IN' Romans 11:25
Romans 11:25-27 makes it perfectly clear that 'blindness in part has happened to Israel until the
times of the gentiles be COME IN.' Then and only then will the 'Deliverer come out of ZION.'
The term fulness of the gentiles is to do with the wild Olive branch vss 17-24 being complete.
'UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES ARE FULFILLED." Luke 21:24
Lord Yeshua spoke, ' And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles, until the times of the gentiles be
fulfilled. Most people interpret these words of our Lord to refer to Israel's whole history of Gentile
dominion coming to a close, I believe rather, that Lord Yeshua was really speaking of the prophecy of
Daniel 12:7, Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river,
when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives
forever, that it shall be for a time, times and half a time.
Later, it is recorded in the Apocalypse, And I was given a reed like a measuring rod. and the
angel stood, saying, "rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship
there. But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has
been given to the GENTILES. And they will tread down the holy city ( Jerusalem ) underfoot
for forty two months" or a ( time, times and half a time) Apocalypse 11:1
At the end of this three and a half year period, the Gentiles ( wild Olive tree) will have come to fulness
and ALL Gentile times of trampling down Jerusalem will have also been fulfilled. The blindness will
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have been removed from Israel, for 'the Deliverer will come from Zion' Romans 11; 26,27; and 'every
eye shall see him, even those who pierced him.' The Apocalypse 1:7. It behoves all who are taught
things to check the scripture to see if these things be so, now a right dividing of the scripture will show
that....THIS IS THE TIME OF LORD YESHUA'S SECOND COMING AND THE
CATCHING UP OF THE CHURCH !!
The chiliad period ( millenium) will commence, and the Lord Yeshua will then restore the kingdom to
Israel see Acts 1:6 The teaching of a SECRET RAPTURE of the church is FULL OF HOLES when
viewed under the LIGHT from the New Covenant, the very same way that the teaching of evolution
does NOT hold up under the same LIGHT..ie: the LORD YESHUA/JESUS.
LET US BEGIN WITH THE WORDS OF OUR LORD YESHUA read Matthew 24 and Mark
13
1. False Messiahs will come. 2. As lightning comes from East and flashes unto the West, so also shall he
coming of the Son of Man be. 3. Immeadiatley AFTER the TRIBULATAION (great tribulation) Matt.
24:21. 4. THEN will the sign of the Son of Man appear, Matt. 24:30. Note here must be taken of the
Apocalypse 1:7. 5. THEN he shall send his angels with the sound of the SHOFAR/TRUMPET to
gather the elect...Matt. 24:31
Note must also be taken here to the words of 1 COR. 15:51,52; 1 THESS. 4:15-17; regarding the
SHOFAR/TRUMPET, and review the Apocalypse 10:11; 11:15-18 (the second coming) also note
that the key to the Apocalypse is the little book of seals the Apocalypse chapters 5 and 6.
Now as to the SHOFAR/TRUMPET, it is the herald of the TRUE fulfillment of the feast of the Lord
called Rosh HaShannah or 'FEAST OF SHOFARS' (TRUMPETS) see LEV. 23 regarding the
'feasts' also read MATT. 24: MARK 13; LUKE 21; 1 THESS. 4:13-18; APOC. 1:7; etc. There are six
'feasts' of the LORD, Passover/unleavened bread, Firstfruit, Pentecost/New Grain, Shofars/Trumpets,
Atonement and Tanbernacles. The first 3 have been fulfilled, for Yeshua our PASSOVER is sacrificed
for us, Yeshua is the FIRSTFRUIT from the dead,Yeshua gave and still gives the Holy Spirit, this is
PENTECOST/NEW GRAIN (the church) for indeed Lord Yeshua still baptises today with the Ruach
HaKodesh (Spirit Holy) those who have believed, for the GIFT is to 'all who call upon the name of the
Lord' see ACTS 2:37-39
But 3 more feasts await to be fulfilled and the next will be SHOFARS/TRUMPETS when ouir Lord
comes from heaven. We do NOT know the hour of the day in which he shall come, but WE DO
KNOW at what FEAST our Lord Yeshua shall return..it is SHOFARS, the JEWISH month of Tishri,
which is in the Gentile Sept/Oct. ISRAEL keeps the feasts year after year, not knowing their
significance..but they do keep GOD'S CALENDAR !!
I set NO dates, but GOD HAS, for he has commanded that ISRAEL keep HIS 'feasts' and these
feasts tell of and are fulfilled in our Messiah Yeshua, and tell us of the season that he will come !! Pagan
Easter and Christ-mass have NOTHING whatever to do with ADONAI YESHUA, but the 'feasts
of the Lord have EVERYTHING to do with HIM !!! Amen and AMEN.
THE 'CATCHING UP' IS AT THE END, IT IS PRE-WRATH OF GOD
2 Thessalonians chapter one, vss 1,2 speak of the coming of Yeshua for the church, and it is clear that
that COMING is at the END of the times, time and half a time, or forty two months. The Apostle
Paul speaks of the 'REST', that the Thessalonians will receive when Yeshua is 'revealed' from heaven
with his mightry angels, 1:7; We have noted this 'revealing,' already in Matt. 24:31. He comes in '
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THAT DAY', to be glorified in his saints, vs 10, what 'THAT DAY', is, is clear from 2:2,3; it is the
'DAY OF MESSIAH or CHRISTOS',
The first Epistle of Peter speaks of 'SUFFERING', right up to the 'LAST TIME,' the testing of faith
until Yeshua is 'REVEALED,' also 1 John 3:1,2 tells us 'we shall be like him, when we SEE him as he
is..'
It is to be noted that Noah was in the ark until the flood came, he did not go up 7 years, months, weeks
or days before, the ark arose on the VERY SAME day the WRATH of GOD fell on a wicked world.
We are in our ARK which is our LORD YESHUA, and when Yeshua is revealed with his mighty
angels, THEN shall we be 'CAUGHT UP' above the WRATH of GOD upon this present ungodly
world. Scripture teachers should note, that when the plagues fell on Egypt, that Israel was IN EGYPT,
and writers mention that when the Nile became blood to the Egyptians it remained SWEET to the
Israelites. In fact EXODUS records that whilst darkness was in the land of EGYPT there was LIGHT
in the land of GOSHEN, Exodus 10:22,23; Goshen was the 'land' where the Israelites dwelt, see
Genesis 47:6
The Israelites wre covered by the blood of the PASSOVER Lamb, Messiah Yeshua is OUR
PASSOVER, sacrificed for us, and we by his blood shall be saved from the WRATH OF GOD to
come, Romans 5:9; however there is NO teaching that the church will escape the tribulation under the
Antichrist, in fact the EARLY CHURCH taught exactly the opposite !! (please refer to the extracts
below)
SUMMARY
IMPORTANT: It must be noted that the terms 'the fulness of the Gentiles be come in,' and the 'times
of the Gentiles are fulfilled,' are synonymous and therefoore closely related. As are the terms ' the Day of
the Lord' and 'the Day of Messiah,' the first being the Day of the wrath of God, and the second the Day
of the 'catching up' of the church, these are I believe the SAME DAY !
EXTRACTS FROM EARLY CHURCH WRITERS REGARDING THE COMING OF OUR
LORD
The Early Church taught NOTHING of a pre tribulation rapture!!
There is NO EXCUSE for applying to the scriptures teachings which are NOT found therein
WHAT THE EARLY CHURCH TAUGHT IS THE TRUTH, firstly I give some scriptures
followed by what the early Church taught.
1. ANTICHRIST...'He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of
he Most High, and shall intend to change the times and the law. Then shall the SAINTS be given into his
hands for a times, time and half a time.' (forty two months) Daniel 7:25
'That day will NOT COME unless the falling away comes first and the man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is reverenced, that he sits
as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.' 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4
'Little children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that Antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come.' 1 John 2:18
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'They worshipped the beast saying, "Who is like the beast ? Who is able to make war with him ?" And he
is given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he is given authority to continue for forty two
months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemey against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle,
and those that dwell in heaven.' the Apocalypse 13:4-6

THE TESTIMONY OF THE EARLY CHURCH
1. The Didache
1. The Didache is an early piece of church literature, it contains this apocalypse, Be watchful for your life
! Let not your lamps be extinguished nor your loins ungirded but be ye ready ! for ye know not the hour
in which your Lord cometh. Assemble yourselves frequently, seeking that which is fitting for your souls.
For the whole time of your faith will not be profitable unto you, if you are not made perfect in the last
time. For in the last days the false prophets and corrupters will be multiplied and the sheep will be turned
into wolves and love shall be changed into hate. For as lawlessness increases, they shall hate one another
and shall persecute and betray, and then the world deceiver shall appear as a Son of God, and shall
work wonders, and the earth shall be delivered into his hands, and he shall commit such crimes as have
never been since the world began. Then shall created mankind come to the fire of testing, and many shall
be offended and perish, but those who have endured shall be saved by the Christ. Then shall the signs of
truth appear (as opposed to the signs of lies), first the SIGN of a rift in heaven, then the SIGN of the
sound of a trumpet, and thirdly, a resurrection of the dead, but not all, but as it was said, 'The Lord will
come and all his saints with him.' Zech. 14:5; Enoch 1:9; Jude 14,15. Then shall the world see our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of Man who is the Son of God, coming on the clouds with power and great glory,
and in his holy righteousness to requite to every man according to his works before the whole of mankind
and before his angels. The Didache chapter 16
2. The Epistle of Barnabas.
Therefore, children in six days - in the course of six thousand years all things shall be bought to an end. "
And God rested on the seventh day" means this; when His Son returns, he will put an end to the era of
the lawless one (antichrist), and judge the wicked. The Epistle of Barnabas 15:4,5
3. Justin Martyr c. 100 - 165 martyred for Christ
He (our Lord) shall come from heaven with glory, when the man of apostacy, who speaks strange things
against the Most High, shall venture to do unlawful deeds on earth against us Christians, who have
learned the true worship of God from the law, and the word which went forth from Jerusalem by means
of the Apostles of Jesus...shall come from heaven with glory, accompanied by his angelic host, when also
he shall raise the bodies and clothe those worthy with immortality. From the Dialogue with Trypho
chapter CX.
4. Ireneaus c. 130 - c. 200
1. The resurrection of the just, which happens after the reign of the Antichrist.. when the Antichrist shall
have devastated all things in the world,..then shall the Lord come from heaven in the clouds, in the glory
of the Father, sending this man and those with him into the lake of fire; but bringing in for the righteous the
times of the kingdom. Ireneaus also mentioned the kings who "will give their kingdom to the beast, and
put the church to flight, after which they shall be destroyed by the coming of the Lord." Ireneaus said, " In
the END the church will be caught up suddenly."
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2. By means of events that will occur in the time of he Antichrist, it is shown that he, being an apostate
and a robber, is anxious to be worshipped as God, for he is with all power of he devil. He will come not as a righteous king, nor as a legitimate king in subjection to God - but as an unholy, unjust and
lawless one...he will set aside idols to persuade men that he himself is God...Daniel forsaw the end of the
last kingdom (of the ten last kings), among whom the kingdom of those men shall be partitioned and upon
whom the son of perdition will come.'
3. Jeremiah does not merely point out Antichrist's sudden coming, but he even indicates the TRIBE from
which he will come, when he says, " We will hear the voice of his swift horses from DAN." Jeremiah
18:6
4. Once this Antichrist has devastated everything in this world, he will reign for three years and six
months, and sit in the temple at Jerusalem. And THEN the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds.
5. Hyppolytus c. 200
1. The deceiver seeks to liken himself in all things to the SON OF GOD..Christ is a king, so the
Antichrist is also a king. The Saviour appeared as a lamb, so he too will in like manner, will appear as a
;lamb, though within he is a wolf. The Saviour came into the world in the circumcision; and the Antichrist
will come in he same manner. The Lord sent apostles among the nations, and he in like manner will send
false apostles. The Saviour gathjered together the sheep that were scattered abroad, and he in like
manner will bring together a people that are scattered abroad, the Saviour raised up and showed His holy
flesh like a temple, and he will raise up a temple of stone in Jerusalem.
2. He says, " DAN is a lion's welp." Deut. 33:22; and in naming the TRIBE of DAN, he clearly
declared the TRIBE from which the Antichrist is destined to spring. Just as Christ comes from the
TRIBE of JUDAH, so he Antichrist is to come from the TRIBE of DAN.
Note: DAN is also called 'SERPENT' this speaks of his twofold nature, as the Antichrist. He is called
a, 'Lions welp' as a man of peace and worker of miracles, and then as a SERPENT who bites, Genesis
49:17.
Tertullian c. 160 - post 200
Taught that the Antichrist would rise and persecute the church, Christians had the habit of praying that
they would, ' have part in the resurrection at the END of the world' Tertullian in his writing on the
Resurrection of the flesh, chpt 22
Cyprian 200 - 258 martyred for Christ on Sept. 24th
Cyprian was a bishop and martyr, taught that Antichrist would reign, after which Christ would come, at
the END of the world.
1. Even the Antichrist when he begins to come, will not be allowed to enter the church just becasue he
threatens. We will NOT YIELD, even though he will declare that he will destroy us if we resist...They [
i.e., the schismatics] endevour to imitate the coming of Antichrist, who is now approaching.
2. The Antichrist will come as a man. Isaaiah says, " This is the man who arouses the earth, who disturbs
kings, who makkes the whole earth a desert.' Isaiah 14:16
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3. Beloved brethren, let none of you be so terrified by the fear of FUTURE PERSECUTION or the
coming of the threatening Antichrist, so as not to be found armed by the evangelical exhortations and
precepts, as well as by the heavenly warnings. The Antichrist is coming, yet above him comes Christ
also.
There are many more documents of the early church which teach that the Antichrist will come and
persecute the church, and that at the END our Lord Yeshua will come on the clouds of heaven and take
the church. YOU the reader, have a responsibiltiy before God and our Lord Yeshua the Messiah to the
'FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS' Jude 3
Passages from the Gospels and the Epistles ALL teach the church goes through to the END, there is
NO 'secret coming' of Yeshua, there is NO pre tribulation rapture, I conclude with these words of the
Apostle JOHN. BELOVED, DO NOT BELIEVE EEVERY SPIRIT, BUT TEST THE SPIRITS,
WHETHER THEY ARE OF GOD; BECAUSE MANY FALSE PROPHETS HAVE GONE
OUT INTO THE WORLD. 1 John 4:1
God bless each of you in the name of our Lord and Saviour the Messiah Yeshua...amen.
end of study I

STUDY II
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
The Three Days and Three Nights (Matthew 12:40)
JEWISH RECKONING TWILIGHT TO TWILIGHT FOR EACH DAY
THE CRUCIFIXION WAS NOT ON A WEDNESDAY OR FRIDAY
BUT ON A THURSDAY !!
It is this writer's contention that the Feasts of the Lord, reveal to us the proper day of the crucifixion of
our beloved Lord and Saviour. A proper understanding of these feasts will allow us to see the deep
things of God that have been prepared according to the DIVINE Will before the casting down of the
world, see the difference between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. The Lamb of God was slain from the foundation (
casting down ) of the world. Rev.13:8
IN THE SCRIPTURE, a day is calculated from EVENING to EVENING, the period of darkness
coming first, followed by the period of daylight.
"And God called the light Day and the darkness he called Night, and the evening and the morning were
the first day." Genesis 1:5
The day ended and the new day began at EVENING/TWILIGHT, at the appearance of the evening
star.
Jesus asked, "Are there not twelve hours in the day?" John 11:19
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Peter said, "These are not drunk as you suppose, for it is but the third hour of the day." Acts 2:15
"And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at
the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, E-lo-i, E-lo-i, la-ma sa-bach-thani? which is, being
interpreted, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me? (however in the ARAMAIC it means 'to this
was I destined') And Jesus cried with a loud voice and gave up the ghost (spirit)." Mark 15:33,34,37.
Hours of the day
The third hour of the day = 9 A.M.
The sixth hour of the day = Noon
The ninth hour of the day = 3.00 P.M.
The twelfth hour of the day = 6 P.M. Twilight
The third hour of the night = 9 P.M.
The sixth hour of the night = Midnight
The ninth hour of the night = 3 A.M.
The twelfth hour of the night = 6 A.M. Dawning
The body of Jesus was taken down at evening, and laid in a tomb, a new tomb, Mark 15:42-46. The
first day had ended, the first night now begins, Jesus will be in the "heart of the earth", three days and
three nights.
Therefore the first of the three days began at the ninth hour or 3 P.M. when Jesus died.
Note here the heart of the earth is a designation for hades, the abode of the dead, and not the tomb.
Matthew 12:40. It is also to be noted the the Jewish idiom for day can mean a whole day or part thereof.
Jesus was buried prior to the beginning of Nisan 15th. The first day is a part day.
CALCULATION OF THOSE THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS FROM JEWISH DAY TWO OF
THE WEEK
Remember that the first day of the week is the day called Sunday, the Sabbath or the day called
Saturday being the seventh day.
NOTE: The day begins at Sunset, evening, and NOT midnight, it is important to keep this in mind ! night
comes FIRST.
DAY TWO = Monday
Day three = Tuesday
Day four = Wednesday
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Day five = Thursday, (crucifixion day) 1st period of day, 3 PM to approx 6 PM
Day six = Friday, (the High Sabbath) 1st period of night and second period of day
Day seven = Saturday (the weekly sabbath) 2nd period of night and third period of day
Day first = Sunday, third period of night, resurrection at night
thus the THREE PERIODS OF DAY AND NIGHT ARE COMPLETED.
Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the Passover lamb to be slain on the 14th
day of the month Nisan, at sunset and eaten that night with unleavened bread, that night would be Nisan
15th, the 1st day of Unleavened Bread. Exodus 12:6,8; Exodus 12:18; Lev.23:6
PASSOVER 33 A.D. JULIAN, JEWISH MONTH NISAN 14TH the 5TH DAY OF WEEK
GENTILE THURSDAY APRIL 2ND
MONTH OF NISAN DATES
NISAN 13th Wednesday * Paschal Moon:
14th THURSDAY Crucified at 3rd hour or 9AM. (death at 9th hour or 3PM.)
15th Friday SABBATH, THE HIGH DAY 1st day of Unleavened Bread
16th Saturday WEEKLY SABBATH 2nd day of Unleavened Bread
17th Sunday RESURRECTION (3 a.m.?) A GREAT WHILE BEFORE DAY
3rd day of Unleavened Bread, Jesus rose the 3rd day Luke 24:41,46.
SHEAF of FIRSTFRUIT wave offering Lev.29:11-15
JESUS is the FIRSTFRUIT from among the dead.
18th Monday
19th Tuesday
20th Wednesday
21st Thursday = SABBATH, THE HIGH DAY, the 7th day of Unleavened Bread
See Exodus 12:15-18; Lev.23:6-8.
NOTE: There are 8 days all together, this includes the day of preparation which is NISAN 14th, the day
upon which all leaven was removed from the homes.
1. Jesus was crucified on the fifth day of the week, Thursday the 14th Nisan 33 AD; he died at the ninth
hour or 3.00pm. He was buried sometime around the twelfth hour or sunset.
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It is to be noted that those folk who like to teach that Wednesday was the day of Calvary, always skip
over LUKE 24:21; why is this ? I believe the reason is that LUKE 24:21 reveals them to be wrong.
2. The Jews had wanted a sign from Jesus regarding his death and resurrection he told them that, "An
evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonah: for as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." Matthew 12:39,40. Note: (the "heart of the
earth" designates hades, the abode of the dead, his body though was in the tomb.)
3. Now let's look at another passage to confirm the words of our Lord. "Now the Lord had prepared a
great fish (whale ?) to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights." Jonah 1:17 Jesus was put to death on the day of preparation (of the Passover meal) being Nisan
14th, and all leaven was to be removed from the homes.
Leaven is typical of sin, Jesus was made sin who knew no sin, this leaven was nailed to the Cross. That
evening the Passover lamb was eaten, it is to be noted that Jesus ate of the Passover the evening of his
betrayal, Jesus established a New Testament Passover meal, in His body and blood, Paul the Apostle
says, " Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened.
For indeed Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us." 1 Corinthians 5:7.
4. The church teaches Friday to be the day of crucifixion, but this is error, for three days and three nights
are not obtained from Friday to the morning of Sunday; the above study according to Scripture shows
this. Others teach Wednesday to be the day of crucifixion, this too is ERROR, for Luke 24:21 refutes
both Wednesday and Friday as the day of Calvary, Thursday alone is reckoned backwards from
Sunday.
It is also taught that the angel rolled the stone away from the tomb and that Jesus came forth, this teaching
too is error.
A study of the passages concerned, being Matthew 28:1-6 and Mark 16:3,4; will show the angel did
indeed roll the stone away from the tomb, not to let Jesus out but to allow the women entry to the tomb.
This fact is confirmed in the statement of the angel in Matthew 38:6. "for I know that you seek Jesus,
which was crucified. He is NOT here: for he is risen. Come, see the place where the Lord lay." Jesus had
no need to have the stone rolled away to allow him exit from the tomb, for he could enter or leave
without using doors, see Luke 24:30-39; John 20:19-26.
Paul the Apostle told Timothy to, "study to show yourself approved of God, a workman that needs not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15. This study is based upon Scripture
and NOT upon church tradition.
Footnote
Listen to me brethren, what does it mean also the term 'three days and three nights' ? Simply this, that in
the course of three thousand years of day and night God will set up the eighth eternal day. Jesus died on
the fifth day which shows to us the beginning of the fifth millennium; Jesus rose on the eighth day which
shows to us the time of everlasting, the New Jerusalem. So AD33 plus two millennium would bring us to
2033 for the second coming year, at the Feast of Trumpets, Sept/Oct. Jesus completed Passover and
Pentecost the next feast is Trumpets followed closely by the Day of Atonement and the feast of Booths
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ie. Tabernacles. (note that I am NOT giving any year, just an example)
The writer recommends the following books for those interested in the study of church history, so as to
be able sift out the nonsense taught in the church even to this day. That these words of King David might
be yours also,
" SHOW ME THY WAYS,O LORD, TEACH ME THY PATHS. LEAD ME IN THY TRUTH,
AND TEACH ME: FOR THOU ART THE GOD OF MY SALVATION; ON THEE DO I WAIT
ALL THE DAY." PSALM 25:4,5
end of study II

STUDY III
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
HANUKAH, FEAST OF DEDICATION
BUT CHRISTMAS IS PAGAN !
Allow me to commence by saying that the only thing Lord Jesus told us to do was to remember Him by
partaking of the bread and wine in communion, His words were, 'This do in remembrance of me' Paul the
Apostle reminds us that 'as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 'till
He COME' amen and hallelujah !! In an American magazine a writer has pointed out that, while
Christmas comes with absolutley NO authority from the Scriptures, the Messiah himself was present in
Jerusalem at the time when Hanukah was observed, and ( apparently ) kept the feast. We know that
Christmas is supposed to commemorate the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, born almost 2,000 years ago in
Bethlehem of Judea, and named Yeshua. Apart from Scripture, secular history itself bears abundant
testimony to this fact. For example, Tacitus, a Roman historian, who wrote about the year 61 C.E. said
of the Christians: " They had their name from Christus, who was put to death as a criminal by the
procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius."
THE EXACT YEAR OF HIS BIRTH IS NOT KNOWN
But when was Yeshua born? It is believed that his birth has been set some years too late. We quote
from Hadley's Bible Handbook: " A monk, Dionysus Exiguus, at the request of the Emperor Justinian,
made a calendar, 526 A.D., reckoning from the birth of Christ... Long after the Christian calendar had
replaced the Roman calendar, it was found that Dionysus had made a mistake in placing the birth of
Christ in 753 from the founding of Rome. It should have been about 749 or a year or two earlier." This
year, 1984, is really, therefore, anywhere from 1988 to perhaps 1991 for no one knows for sure how far
we are from the birth of Messiah.
THE DATE OF HIS BIRTH, TOO, IS NOT KNOWN
Nowhere in Scripture is the actual date given for Messiah's birth. In fact, although there can be no
certainty on this point, it is generally agreed by Bible scholars that it is extremely unlikely that December
25th is the date of His birth. By that time of the year the nights were quite cold in Bethlehem in the Judean
hills and it would have been very unlikely that shepherds and their sheep would have been then in the
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open fields. Luke 2:1,2 says. ' And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This first took place while Cyrenius was governing
Syria.' God shows us here something that is beneficial to us if we care to take notice. Cyrenius the Greek
form of the Latin Quirinius, his full name was Publius Sulpicius Quirinius. Now the 'first' mentioned in the
text speaks of the 'first' of two census' that Cyrenius was in control of. This 'first' occurred during the
days of the war with the Cilician hill tribe of the Homonadenes, an enrollment in the kingdom of Herod
would thus be supervised by him, c. 5 B.C. The Romans would NOT have had the population dispersed
during winter, Joseph had to 'go up' to his birthplace of Bethlehem from Nazareth, a climb of some 1,500
feet. the most likely time of the enrollment would have been in autumn 5 B.C. the Romans would have
been actively keeping their Saturnalia feast on December 25 the winter solstice being the great birth of
the unconquered Sun. The feast was apparently over five days, Caligula added two days. One of the
themes was that servants put on a purple robe and became ruler for the day, thus you see the act of the
Roman soldiers towards our Lord and Saviour, with the crown of thorns and purple robe, may have
come from their practice at the Saturnalia ?
Note that : ( During the winter months in Israel the sheep were kept indoors at night )
KEEPING CHRISTMAS IS NOT SCRIPTUAL !
History seems to make it perfectly clear that the observance of Christmas Day comes not from
Scripture, but from church tradition. The very word 'Christmas' is really 'Christ's Mass'! The origin of
keeping Christmas from the way the Roman Church adapted the festivals of paganism and incorporated
them into their practices. ie; the Saturnalia, (birth of the unconquered Sun) The "World Book" says "In
534 A.D. Bishop Liberius of Rome ordered the people to celebrate on December 25. He probably
chose this day because the people of Rome already observed it as the Feast of Saturn, celebrating the
birth of the sun" !! Far and wide in the pagan world, from Egypt to Babylonia and from India and Arabia
to Britian and Scandinavia, pagan people observed the occasion, sometimes with riotous behaviour. But
the Romish Church took it over, along with other pagan customs, ( Easter ) and called it a 'CHRISTIAN'
festival. As early as about the year 230 C.E. a church 'father', Tertullian, lamemted this development; he
wrote;"...the Saturnalia, the feasts of January, the Brummalia and Matronalia are now frequented; gifts
are carried to and fro. New Year presents are made with din, and sports and banquets are celebrated
with uproar...." ( The Two Babylons. Hislop. p. 93).
Hear what the SPIRIT is saying, The celebration of Christ-mass is the celebration of the birth of the
FALSE MESSIAH, the hour and day of the birth of the TRUE MESSIAH are not known, the same as
the hour and day of his return are not known, the reason is made plain ie. When the Lord entered the
synagogue on the sabbath, the president of the meeting handed him the scroll of ISAIAH, the Lord found
the appropriate place, but Jesus stopped reading Isaiah right in the middle of 61:2; this recorded in Luke
4:19.
1st coming Fulfilled
The Word becomes flesh
Isaiah 61:1-2A; John 1:1-14
(Day and hour not known)
month might be reasoned out by scripture, ie. (Tishri, Rosh Hashanah)
Second coming to be fulfilled
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The Lord coming in glory
Isaiah 61:2B-3; Matt 24; Mark 13
month might be reasoned out by scripture, ie. (Tishri, Rosh Hashanah)
Anyone with an ounce of insight can perceive that all the world is Roman, the days, the months, and the
two church celebrations Easter and Christmas are Roman (pagan) what is pagan remains pagan what is
Christian remains Christian, the same as what is flesh remains flesh and what is spirit remains spirit !! The
two have no concord, God divided the light from the darkness. WHAT GOD HAS DIVIDED MAN
MUST NOT JOIN !!!
HANUKAH (FESTIVAL OF DEDICATION)
Hanukah has the distinct advantage ( unlike Christmas ) of being mentioned in Scripture. It commerates
one of the glorious victories achieved in Second Century B.C. Jewish history. Antiochus IV Epipahnes
had captured Jerusalem and had entered the temple. He had mocked Israel, and Israel's God, by
sacrificing on the altar a sow, and by erecting a statue of Zeus, the Greek god. The Syrians had also
destroyed the oil from which the Menorah lights were lit. Antiochus was a forerunner of the
ANTICHRIST to come; he is mentioned at Daniel 8:9; after the reign and death of Alexander the Great
mentioned at 8:4-8. Antiochus is the little horn of Daniel 8:9. Alexander and Antiochus are again
mentioned at Daniel 11. The so called 'silent years' between the Old and New Testament weren't silent at
all, for those who care to listen God speaks louder than ever. Antiochus is tied into the Selucid Empire,
even today the Syrians are avowed enemies of Israel! But Judas Maccabeus reconquered Jerusalem, he
won battle after battle, ( for God delivered the wicked into his hand ) and they slayed them all. The
sinners were destroyed and they never were allowed to get the upper hand.
Judas purified and re-dedicated the Temple. But when they came to re-light the Menorah, there was no
oil! At last a single vase of oil which had apparently been overlooked by the Syrians was found.
Miraculously it is said that vase of oil lasted for eight days until a fresh supply became available! At the
very season and on the very day that the Gentiles had profaned the Temple, it was dedicated with songs
and harps and lutes and cymbals. Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is
the month of Chislev, not the 25th day of December, though some- times the two do coincide, for the
25th day of Chislev can fall any day during the month of December.
Hanukah continues for eight days, hallelujah, God is telling us something by this. REMEMBER that
December 25th is the oldtime worship of Satan, called 'Saturnalia' the festival of mid-winter.The worship
of nature, the trees, holly, ivy, the yule-log, feastings of pigs, all kinds of gluttony etc, you can dress it up
as Christmas, but Saturnalia shines through. The Chaldean word STUR = 666, and represents Saturn
(Satan). Note the name ANTIOCHUS means (withstander); the Latin VICARIUS is from the Greek
ANTI, therefore the title of the Pope as VICARIUS CHRISTI means ANTI CHRIST !!
VICARIUS also means substitute, so the Pope is a substitute for Christ !!
MYSTERY BABYLON WILL FALL, HALLELUJAH, AND AMEN
MESSIAH AND HANUKAH
But the important thing is that Messiah, too, was in Jerusalem at this festival and perhaps to observe it.
He, as the Light of the world, spoke yet again of that eternal life which men may have by receiving Him
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as their Light and Lord. " And it was at Jerusalem the feast of dedication, and it was winter. And Yeshua
walked in Solomon's porch."..." I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life." ( John 10:22; 8:12 ) I'm not saying that Christians should keep Hanukah,
but that the feasts of the Lord of which Hanukah is NOT one, tell us of Jesus, and not pagan feasts
adapted to suit Christianity by the Roman church; therefore:
SCRIPTUAL - SPIRITUAL
Passover-Lord's Table/ Hanukah-Jesus the Light of the world
SATANIC - CARNAL
Estarte-Easter/ Saturnalia-Christ-Mass
Suggested reading
HOUSE OF SELEUCUS by Edwyn Robert Bevan, M.A.
chapter XXIV ANTIOCHUS THE GOD MANIFEST and chapter XXV ANTIOCHUS AND THE
JEWS.
1 MACCABEES 1:1-17, 20-30, 41-53,56,57,62-64 (Antiochus Denies Religious Freedom to Israel)
1 MACCABEES 2;1-6,15-25,42-48 (Mattathias Resists the Oppression)
1 MACCABEES 3:1-3,13-27 (Judas takes Command)
1 MACCABEES 4:36,42,43,47,48,52,54-56,59 (The Temple is Rededicated)
All these things speak to us of the coming ANTICHRIST and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will cleanse
the temple after defilement by the ANTICHRIST who will exalt himself above God and demand worship
as God !!
It's only the ignorant who reject Maccabees
end of study III

STUDY IV
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
NEW CHILIAD ???? ( millennium)
NOT VERY LIKELY
Matthew 12:40 reveals to us much, much more than the fact that our messiah Yeshua would be
in the 'heart of the earth for three days and three nights' in fact the period of this event and
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that day of resurrection, being the 8th day tells us much indeed.
For instance we know that the month ABIB, called Nisan after the Babylonian captivity, was to
be the 'first month' of the 'year', Moses was given this instruction by God ere the Passover
night, see Exodus 12:1,2.
Nisan is the month of the crucifixion of our Lord messiah Yeshua, who was put to death on the
exact day, being the 14th day of that month. Indeed Moses was instructed of God to take an
'unblemished lamb on the 10th day of the month and keep it 'til the 14th day, then kill it at
evening' our Lord entered Jerusalem on the 10th day of Nisan ( Abib) and was put to death on
the 14th day, for he was the 'Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world' he was indeed
the 'LORD'S REAL PASSOVER', this spiritual truth the Apostle Paul even declared unto the
Corinthian church...'for messiah our passover is sacrificed for us', therefore we are to be
unleavened, ( without sin in the camp) I use a figure here.
Now we know that the year began at Nisan, and it is distinct that the year that messiah was
put to death for us, was buried and rose again according to the scriptures, may have indeed
been the beginning of a new CHILIAD or 'day' even the 5th day. If I am correct with this
perception then the 3 days and nights reveal to us that there was to be a further 3,000 years of
day and night. Now that would put us somewhere nearing the end of the 6th day at this time,
possibly c. 33 years or so from the next chiliad which will be the 7th, or the Sabbath day rest for
the whole creation when our Lord shall appear the second time without our sin.
Therefore it may well be that this year is NOT 2,000 but rather nearer to 1967 give or take a
few years, for there is a known mistake in the calendar. However if we take the time of our
Lord's death and resurrection as the start of a new Chilaid, then it is clear that we are not yet
in a new Chiliad (millenium). My observations are these, that if we are in the 7th chiliad then
why has not the Lord appeared, the answer is simply that we are NOT yet enetered the 7th
chiliad at all, and we must note too that the so called 'christian calendar' we use is based on
pagan Rome timing and not that of the Bible, and that it gives paganism honour. The new year
does not begin in January which is the Roman 'god' Janus, known as the 'two faced one',
rather the new year begins in Nisan ( Abib) as told by God to Moses. Also the day does NOT
begin at midnight, for whoever heard of a day starting in the middle of the night ! No indeed but
the day begins at evening, at the appearance of the 'evening star' most likely the planet called
by the pagan name of Venus, which in the Southern hemisphere ( Eastern Australia) is seen in
the West about 6 pm in the 'evening'
However I perceive by the holy spirit that the three days and nights of Matthew 12:40 speak
of the remaining history of man, being 3,000 years of day and night. For I understand that
messiah was crucified on the day called by the gentiles Thursday ( Thors day), the 5th day of
the week, and this I believe shows us the beginning of the 5th chiliad period. Our Lord rose on
the day after the 7th day or sabbaton, this is called the 8th day, which is prefigured by the
resurrection, being the time of 'everlasting' the time of the new heaven and earth, wherein shall
dwell righteousness. Thus we have this calculation. The 5th, 6th and 7th days our messiah was
in the 'heart' of the earth speak of the 5th, 6th and 7th chiliads. The 8th day resurrection tells
us of the new heavens and earth to come !!!
This is of course based on a calendar dating from the year of crucifixion ( 33) and NOT from a
guess at the year of messiah's birth. That is why I have this present year at c. 1967
Now grace and peace from God the Father and from our Lord Yeshua messiah be with each of
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you, now and evermore, amen.
end study IV

STUDY V
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
THE TRINITY IS NOT OF THE TRUTH, IT IS PURE PAGANISM !
At the outset let me say that I'm not a Jehovah's Witness, unless that name implies one who confesses
that Christ Jesus IS the SON OF GOD, of that I stand guilty before all men. However many Christians
do not accept the doctrine of the trinity, this does not make them 'lost' as the 'trinitarians' claim for
salvation is by faith on the risen LORD Jesus Christ and not on some divised doctrine of men. I claim the
precious blood of Christ as my only forgiveness by God the Father. It is also to be remembered that
Calvin and other trinitarians burnt Michael Servetus at the stake for daring to write a book called De
Trinitatis Erroribus or The Error of the Trinity, so much for 'trinitarian' love. I pray that the trinitarians
come to a knowledge of the truth of the Lord Jesus, who is indeed EL GIBBOR, (Mighty God) but not I
believe EL SHADDAI (Almighty God) who is the Father and God of JESUS, see John 20:17. Also 'all
power in heaven and earth is given to me' Matthew 28:17 it thus suffices that there was ONE who gave
him this authority and said to him 'sit at my right hand' this authority is only for 'a time' for when the Son
delivers the kingdom to God we read these words, 'then will come the end, when he (the SON) shall
have delivered up the kingdom to even the FATHER; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. For he must reign TILL he has put all enemies under his feet. And the last enemy to
be destroyed is death. For he has put all things under his feet. But when he said all things are put under
him, it is clear that HE WHO PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM is excepted. And when all things are
subdued to him, THEN SHALL THE SON also himself be SUBJECT unto HIM who put all things
under him, so that GOD may be all in all' 1 Corinthians 15:24-28. (Emphasis is mine)
When the Lord Jesus came he did not negate this scripture; 'GOD IS NOT A MAN THAT HE
SHOULD LIE, NOR THE SON OF MAN THAT HE SHOULD BE GIVEN COUNSEL'
Numbers 23:19
FIRSTLY let us look at the new Catechism of the (Roman) Catholic Church 1994; and what it admits
about the doctrine of (holy trinity). At Page 66 para. 251 we read these infamous words, 'In order to
articulate the dogma of the Trinity, the church has had to develope it's own terminology with the help of
CERTAIN NOTIONS of PHILOSOPHICAL origin: "substance," "person," "hypostases".' What a
confession of IDOLATRY, philosophy in the Church !
Now let us look at one of the ANATHEMAS or CURSES against any who do not confess the trinity,
from the ANATHEMAS OF THE SECOND COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (533 AD). "If
anyone does not confess that the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are one nature or ESSENCE,
one power or authority, worshipped as a TRINITY of the same ESSENCE, one diety in three
HYPOSTASES or PERSONS, let him be ANATHEMA." or (accursed)
On the basis of that proclamation I am therefore ANATHEMA for I do NOT confess such a TRINITY
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or ESSENCE, or HYPOSTASES, the words are NOT found in scripture, and are the NOTIONS of
PHILOSOPHICAL thought, and the Apostle Paul warned, "BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL
YOU THROUGH PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT, AFTER THE TEACHING OF MEN,
AFTER THE PRINCIPLES OF THE WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST. FOR IN HIM IS
EMBODIED THE FULNESS OF THE DIVINITY." Colossians 2:18,19.
It must also be remembered that when Henry VIII split with Rome, the many VAGARIES of ROME
were not rejected, along with the Pontifex Maximus, the (Pope) but kept, thus 'Protestantism' to a large
degree teaches the doctrines of ROME, for they are ever as 'sacred cows' or as the 'golden calf' of
Aaron and given honour as if they are of the truth!
Some CITATIONS regarding the error of trinity, some by Roman Catholic scholars
The origin of the [Trinity] is entirely pagan.'The Paganism in Our
Christianity'
Catholic theologian Hans Küng observes in his book 'Christianity and the
World Religions' that the Trinity is one reason why the churches have been
unable to make any significant headway with non-Christian peoples. He
states: ?Even well-informed Muslims simply cannot follow, as the Jews thus
far have likewise failed to grasp, the idea of the Trinity. . . . The
distinctions made by the doctrine of the Trinity between one God and three
hypostases do not satisfy Muslims, who are confused, rather than
enlightened, by theological terms derived from Syriac, Greek, and Latin.
Muslims find it all a word game. . . . Why should anyone want to add
anything to the notion of God?s oneness and uniqueness that can only dilute
or nullify that oneness and uniqueness?
How did such a confusing doctrine originate? The Catholic Encyclopedia
claims: A dogma so mysterious presupposes a Divine revelation. Catholic
scholars Karl Rahner and Herbert Vorgrimler state in their Theological
Dictionary: The Trinity is a mystery . . . in the strict sense . . . ,
which could not be known without revelation, and even after revelation
cannot become wholly intelligible.
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A PROTESTANT publication states: The word Trinity is not found in the Bible
It did not find a place formally in the theology of the church till
the 4th century. (The Illustrated Bible Dictionary) And a Catholic
authority says that the Trinity is not . . . directly and immediately [the]
word of God. New Catholic Encyclopedia.
The Catholic Encyclopedia also comments: In Scripture there is as yet no
single term by which the Three Divine Persons are denoted together. The word
[tri'as] (of which the Latin trinitas is a translation) is first found
in Theophilus of Antioch about A. D. 180. . Shortly afterwards it
appears in its Latin form of trinitas in Tertullian.
However, this is no proof in itself that Tertullian taught the Trinity. The
Catholic work Trinitas A Theological Encyclopedia of the Holy Trinity, for
example, notes that some of Tertullians words were later used by others to
describe the Trinity. Then it cautions: But hasty conclusions cannot be
drawn from usage, for he does not apply the words to Trinitarian theology.
WELL, then, do the Christian Greek Scriptures (New Testament) speak
clearly of a Trinity?
The Encyclopedia of Religion says: Theologians agree that the New Testament
also does not contain an explicit doctrine of the Trinity.?
Jesuit Fortman states: The New Testament writers . . . give us no formal or
formulated doctrine of the Trinity, no explicit teaching that in one God
there are three co-equal divine persons. . . . Nowhere do we find any
trinitarian doctrine of three distinct subjects of divine life and activity
in the same Godhead.
The New Encyclopedia Britannica observes: Neither the word Trinity nor the
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explicit doctrine appears in the New Testament.
Bernhard Lohse says in A Short History of Christian Doctrine: As far as the
New Testament is concerned, one does not find in it an actual doctrine of
the Trinity.
The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology similarly states:
The New Testament does not contain the developed doctrine of the
Trinity. Also the Bible lacks the express declaration that the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit are of equal essence said Protestant theologian Karl
Barth.
Yale University professor E. Washburn Hopkins affirmed: To Jesus and Paul
the doctrine of the trinity was apparently unknown; they say nothing
about it. Origin and Evolution of Religion.
Historian Arthur Weigall notes: Jesus Christ never mentioned such a
phenomenon, and nowhere in the New Testament does the word Trinity appear.
The idea was only adopted by the Church three hundred years after the death
of our Lord.The Paganism in Our Christianity
The New Encyclopedia Britannica says: Neither the word Trinity, nor the
explicit doctrine as such, appears in the New Testament, nor did Jesus and
his followers intend to contradict the Shema in the Old Testament: 'Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord' (Deut. 6:4). . . . The doctrine
developed gradually over several centuries and through many controversies.
By the end of the 4th century - the doctrine of the Trinity took
substantially the form it has maintained ever since.(1976), Micropedia,
Vol. X, p. 126.
The New Catholic Encyclopedia states: The formulation one God in three
Persons was NOT solidly established, certainly NOT fully assimilated into
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Christian life and its profession of faith, prior to the end of the 4th
century. But it is precisely this formulation that has first claim to the
title the Trinitarian dogma. Among the Apostolic Fathers, there had been
nothing even remotely approaching such a mentality or perspective.(1967),
Vol. XIV, p. 299.
In The Encyclopedia Americana we read: Christianity derived from Judaism
and Judaism was strictly Unitarian (believing that God is one being). The
road which led from Jerusalem to Nicea was scarcely a straight one. Fourth
century Trinitarianism did not reflect accurately early Christian teaching
regarding the nature of God; it was, on the contrary, a deviation from this
teaching.(1956), Vol. XXVII, p. 294L.
According to the Nouveau Dictionnaire Universel, The Platonic trinity,
itself merely a rearrangement of older trinities dating back to earlier
peoples, appears to be the rational philosophic trinity of attributes that
gave birth to the three hypostases or divine persons taught by the Christian
churches. . . . This Greek philosopher?s (Plato, fourth century B.C.E.)
conception of the divine trinity . . . can be found in all the ancient
(pagan) religions.(Paris, 1865-1870), edited by M. Lachacitre, Vol. 2, p.
1467.
John L. McKenzie, S.J., in his Dictionary of the Bible, says: The trinity
of persons within the unity of nature is defined in terms of person and
nature which are Greek philosophical terms; actually the terms do not
appear in the Bible. The trinitarian definitions arose as the result of long
controversies in which these terms and others such as ?essence? and
substance were erroneously applied to God by some theologians.(New York,
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1965), p. 899.
What about JOHN 1:1?
At JOHN 1:1 the King James Version reads: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God." Trinitarians claim that this means that "the Word" (Greek, ho lo'gos) who
came to earth as Jesus Christ was Almighty God himself.
Note, however, that here again the context lays the groundwork for accurate understanding. Even the
King James Version says, "The Word was with God." Someone who is "with" another person cannot be
the same as that other person. In agreement with this, the Journal of Biblical Literature, edited by Jesuit
Joseph A. Fitzmyer, notes that if the latter part of John 1:1 were interpreted to mean "the" God, this
"would then contradict the preceding clause," which says that the Word was with God.
Notice, too, how other translations render this part of the verse:
1808: "and the word was a god." The New Testament in an Improved Version, Upon the Basis of
Archbishop Newcome's New Translation: With a Corrected Text.
1864: "and a god was the word." The Emphatic Diaglott, interlinear reading, by Benjamin Wilson.
1928: "and the Word was a divine being." La Bible du Centenaire, L'Evangile selon Jean, by Maurice
Goguel.
1935: "and the Word was divine." The Bible?An American Translation, by J. M. P. Smith and E. J.
Goodspeed.
1946: "and of a divine kind was the Word." Das Neue Testament, by Ludwig Thimme.
1950: "and the Word was a god." New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures.
1958: "and the Word was a God." The New Testament, by James L. Tomanek.
1975: "and a god (or, of a divine kind) was the Word." Das Evangelium nach Johannes, by Siegfried
Schulz.
1978: "and godlike kind was the Logos." Das Evangelium nach Johannes, by Johannes Schneider.
At John 1:1 there are two occurrences of the Greek noun theos' (god). The first occurrence refers to
Almighty God, with whom the Word was ("and the Word [lo'gos] was with God [a form of theos']").
This first theos' is preceded by the word ton (the), a form of the Greek definite article that points to a
distinct identity, in this case Almighty God ("and the Word was with [the] God").
On the other hand, there is no article before the second theos' at John 1:1. So a literal translation would
read, "and god was the Word." Yet we have seen that many translations render this second the·os' (a
predicate noun) as 'divine,' 'godlike,' or 'a god.' On what authority do they do this?
The Koine Greek language had a definite article ('the'), but it did not have an indefinite article ('a' or 'an').
So when a predicate noun is not preceded by the definite article, it may be indefinite, depending on the
context.
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The Journal of Biblical Literature says that expressions "with an anarthrous [no article] predicate
preceding the verb, are primarily qualitative in meaning." As the Journal notes, this indicates that the logos
can be likened to a god. It also says of John 1:1: "The qualitative force of the predicate is so prominent
that the noun (theos) cannot be regarded as definite."
So John 1:1 highlights the quality of the Word, that he was "divine," "godlike," "a god," but not Almighty
God. This harmonizes with the rest of the Bible, which shows that Jesus, here called "the Word" in his
role as God's Spokesman, was an obedient subordinate sent to earth by his Superior, Almighty God.
There are many other Bible verses in which almost all translators in other languages consistently insert the
article "a" when translating Greek sentences with the same structure. For example, at Mark 6:49, when
the disciples saw Jesus walking on water, the King James Version says: "They supposed it had been a
spirit." In the Koine Greek, there is no "a" before "spirit." But almost all translations in other languages
add an "a" in order to make the rendering fit the context. In the same way, since John 1:1 shows that the
Word was with God, he could not be God but was "a god," or "divine."
Joseph Henry Thayer, a theologian and scholar who worked on the American Standard Version, stated
simply: "The Logos was divine, not the divine Being himself." And Jesuit John L. McKenzie wrote in his
Dictionary of the Bible: "Jn 1:1 should rigorously be translated . . . 'the word was a divine being.'"
Some people make the claim, however, that such renderings violate a rule of Koine Greek grammar
published by Greek scholar E. C. Colwell back in 1933. He asserted that in Greek a predicate noun "has
the (definite) article when it follows the verb; it does not have the (definite) article when it precedes the
verb." By this he meant that a predicate noun preceding the verb should be understood as though it did
have the definite article ("the") in front of it. At John 1:1 the second noun (theos), the predicate, precedes
the verb "and [theos] was the Word." So, Colwell claimed, John 1:1 should read "and (the) God was the
Word."
But consider just two examples found at John 8:44. There Jesus says of the Devil: "That one was a
manslayer" and "he is a liar." Just as at John 1:1, the predicate nouns ("manslayer" and "liar") precede the
verbs ("was" and "is") in the Greek. There is no indefinite article in front of either noun because there was
no indefinite article in Koine Greek. But most translations insert the word "a" because Greek grammar
and the context require it. See also Mark 11:32; John 4:19; 6:70; 9:17; 10:1; 12:6.
Colwell had to acknowledge this regarding the predicate noun, for he said: "It is indefinite ("a" or "an") in
this position only when the context demands it." So even he admits that when the context requires it,
translators may insert an indefinite article in front of the noun in this type of sentence structure.
Does the context require an indefinite article at John 1:1? Yes, for the testimony of the entire Bible is that
Jesus is not Almighty God. Thus, not Colwell's questionable rule of grammar, but context should guide
the translator in such cases. And it is apparent from the many translations that insert the indefinite article
"a" at John 1:1 and in other places that many scholars disagree with such an artificial rule, and so does
God's Word.
Will saying that Jesus Christ is "a god" conflict with the Bible's teaching that there is only one God? No,
for at times the Bible employs that term to refer to mighty creatures. Psalm 8:5 reads: "You also
proceeded to make him [man] a little less than godlike ones (Hebrew, acute; elohim')," that is, angels. In
Jesus' defense against the charge of the Jews, that he claimed to be God, he noted that "the Law uses the
word gods of those to whom the word of God was addressed," that is, human judges. (John 10:34, 35,
JB; Psalm 82:1-6) Even Satan is called "the god of this system of things" at 2 Corinthians 4:4.
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Jesus has a position far higher than angels, imperfect men, or Satan. Since these are referred to as "gods,"
mighty ones, surely Jesus can be and is "a god." Because of his unique position in relation to Jehovah,
Jesus is a "Mighty God."?John 1:1; Isaiah 9:6.
But does not "Mighty God" with its capital letters indicate that Jesus is in some way equal to Jehovah?
Not at all. Isaiah merely prophesied this to be one of four names that Jesus would be called, and in the
English language such names are capitalized. Still, even though Jesus was called "Mighty," there can be
only one who is "Almighty." To call Jehovah "Almighty" would have little significance unless there existed
others who were also called gods but who occupied a lesser or inferior position.
The Bulletin of the John Rylands Library in England notes that according to Catholic theologian Karl
Rahner, while the·os' is used in scriptures such as John 1:1 in reference to Christ, "in none of these
instances is 'theos' used in such a manner as to identify Jesus with him who elsewhere in the New
Testament figures as 'ho Theos,' that is, the Supreme God." And the Bulletin adds: "If the New Testament
writers believed it vital that the faithful should confess Jesus as 'God', is the almost complete absence of
just this form of confession in the New Testament explicable?"
But what about the apostle Thomas' saying, "My Lord and my God!" to Jesus at John 20:28? To
Thomas, Jesus was like "a god," especially in the miraculous circumstances that prompted his
exclamation. Some scholars suggest that Thomas may simply have made an emotional exclamation of
astonishment, spoken to Jesus but directed to God. In either case, Thomas did not think that Jesus was
Almighty God, for he and all the other apostles knew that Jesus never claimed to be God but taught that
the Father alone is "the only true God." John 17:3.
Again, the context helps us to understand this. A few days earlier the resurrected Jesus had told Mary
Magdalene to tell the disciples: "I am ascending to my Father and your Father and to my God and your
God." (John 20:17) Even though Jesus was already resurrected as a mighty spirit, the
Father(Jehovah,Yahweh) was still his God. And Jesus continued to refer to Him as such even in the last
book of the Bible, after he was glorified.Revelation 1:5, 6; 3:2, 12.
Just three verses after Thomas' exclamation, at John 20:31, the Bible further clarifies the matter by stating:
"These have been written down that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God," not that he
was Almighty God. And it meant "Son" in a literal way, as with a natural father and son, not as some
mysterious part of a Trinity Godhead.
And besides...John 1:1 only mentions 2 people, a trinity proof text requires the mention of three.
And as to 1 JOHN 5:7 cited by trinitarians to prove a 'trinity'even the most 'die hard' trinitarians admit it
is a interpolation and corrupts the text. A proper reading of 1 John 5:7,8 is thus ' And the Spirit testifies
that that very Spirit is the truth. And there are three to bear witness, the Spirit and the water and the
blood; and these three are one.' or 'agree in one' that's UNITY. Quoted from the HOLY BIBLE from
the Ancient Eastern Text, from the Aramaic of the Peshitta.
Whilst the Complete Jewish Bible puts it thus, ' There are three witnesses - the Spirit, the water and the
blood - and these three are in agreement'
Also if a 'threefold' formula is used to formulate a trinity, then I could use these words of Paul to arrive at
a trintiy, 'Before God, the Messiah Yeshua and the holy angels..' 1 Timothy 5:21; and if the 'trinity' was of
such importance Paul must have missed it for neither he nor any other Apostle taught it anywhere, neither
did our Lord teach such a thing !
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So now having 'hung' myself by denying the trinity doctrine I may as well go all the way and say that
Jesus is NOT the eternal Son of God, but the Son of the Eternal God, for there was a time when the Son
was not, when the 'word' was with God, for the word took upon flesh and THEN became the SON of
God, this agrees with the words of Gabriel to Miriam, 'the holy word born to you shall be called the Son
of God' Luke 1:35. It is also of interest that Jesus is again called the WORD of God, when he comes
again. See the Apocalypse 19:13; it thus appears he has taken again the title he had BEFORE the
conception in Miriam.
Lastly let me say that I am NOT a 'modalist' or a follower of Arius, but it is clear to me that the BIBLE
teaches two distinct beings, one the Father whom I call GOD and the other the Word who was with God
and became flesh, thus being called the Son of God, who is the EXACT IMAGE of the invisible God,
but NOT the same, but what I might call a 'copy' if you will of THE GOD, for no one has ever seen God,
but the Son has revealed him to us. Isaiah 9:6 says the 'Son shall be called the 'everlasting Father' I take
this to mean that God has given the SON all AUTHORITY, even to the calling him the 'Father', but God
remains in unaproachable light and is seen by no man, but the SON alone, through whom we have access
to the GRACE and NATURE of God, for the SON is as I have said the EXPRESS IMAGE of God,
amen and amen. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth, the POWER by which God
works in Christ and in us who believe. It is to be noted too that God is neither male nor female, but these
genders are used that we might have understanding for we are but man, male and female, whilst God as
Jesus declared is 'SPIRIT' and the Spirit is spoken of in scriptures (in Greek) as both masculine and
neuter gender. If you do not believe me check it out.
Now may God bless each of you and make his face to shine upon you, that you may know the
excellencies of his great power towards us in the Lord Jesus Christ, whom he raised from death, if I have
offended any I ask forgiveness in the name of Messiah Yeshua/Jesus our Lord and Saviour. God bless
you all {{smile}}

end of study V
STUDY VI
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
REMOVAL OF CONFUSION AND HERESY
The purpose of this study is to remove the confusion and error that is caused by the teaching
that the Lord Jesus Christ is God Almighty, the church needs to return to the 'faith once
delivered to the saints' Jude 3, and understand that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
the one who was 'with (the) God' in the beginning, the one who is the 'word of God' and who
also was divine, who 'became flesh' and tabernacled among men, he is the 'express image' of
the invisible God. There is no denial of the former 'deity' of the word..(before becoming flesh)
because that equality, that glory it/he had, it/he freely (laid aside and did not cling onto) see
John 17:5,24; Philippians 2:5-11. Thus I stand with the Apostle Peter and his confession of who
the Lord Jesus is, 'Thou art the Christ the Son of the living God'
PROVERBS 8 SPEAKS OF THE ONE WHO TOOK ON FLESH IN JOHN 1
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Let us read from verses 4 - 31

'Unto you, O men, I call: and my voice is to the sons of men,
So that the simple ones may understand prudence and the fools understand in their heart.
Hear, for I will speak truth; and the opening of my mouth shall bring forth uprightness.
For my mouth shall speak truth, and lying lips are an abomination before me.
All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing perverse or deceptive in them.
They are all plain to him who understands them, and right to those who are willing to find knowledge.
Receive discipline and not silver; and choose for yourself knowledge rather than fine gold.
For wisdom is much better than fine gold; ye, she is better than precious stones, and nothing can be
compared to her.
I wisdom have created prudence, and I possess knowledge and reason.
Reverence of the Lord despises evil; pride, arrogance, evil ways, and perverse speech do I hate.
Counsel and sound doctrine are mine; mine is understanding and might.
By me kings reign and princes decree justice.
By me princes and nobles rule, even all their righteous judges of the earth.
I love those who love me; and those who seek shall find me. ( John 14:21; Matt. 7:7)
Riches and honour are mine; yea enduring riches and righteousness.
My fruit is better than fine gold, and my ingathering than choice silver.
I lead in the way of righteousness, and in the midst of the paths of justice.
That I may cause those that love me to have hope; and I will fill their treasuries. (John 14:23,24)
The Lord created ( possessed) me as the first of his creations, before all of his works. ( John 1:1; 17:5;
Colossians 1:15-17; 2:9; Rev. 3:14)
I was established from everlasting, from the beginning, before he made the earth.
When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water.
Before the mountains were settled, before the hills were formed was I conceived;
While as yet he had not made the earth nor the valleys nor the best soil of the world.
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When he established the heavens, I was there; when he set a circle upon the face of the deep;
When he made firm the clouds above; when he strengthened the fountains of the deep;
When he gave to the sea it's bounds, that the waters should not transgress his commandment; when he
laid down the foundations of the earth:
I together with him was establishing them: and daily I was his delight, rejoicing always 'before him.' (as
one brought up with him, as one under God's constant care)
rejoicing in his habitable earth, and my delights were with the sons of men.'

MICAH 5 SPEAKS OF THIS SAME ONE
Let us read from verses 2, 4
' But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler of Israel, whose goings forth have been of old, from
everlasting.
And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the name of the Lord his God;'

JOHN 1 SPEAKS OF THIS SAME ONE ALSO
Let us read verses 1,2,14
'In the beginning was the word and the word was with God, and the word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God
And the word was made flesh and tabernacled among us.
Both MICAH and JOHN hearken back to PROVERBS 8, and other texts also treat of the '
BEGINNING' and the one who was with God...' Let us make man in our image' Genesis 1:26; etc. etc.
The common notion that the Lord Jesus is God Almighty is a great error, for he is EL GIBBOR or
Mighty God, the one brought forth by God of old, even from everlasting so remote in 'eternity' was his
'goings forth'..this term 'goings forth' is made of the Hebrew mowtsa, motsa, mowtsa ah and has the
primary meaning of 'ORIGIN' 'brought forth' 'bud' a 'going out' this is how we are to understand the
'creation' of the 'ONE' who was 'sent from God to the earth'
The philosophers, the theologians, the heretics have given utter confusion to the church in regards to this
truth, Messiah Yeshua/Jesus is the Son of God, his 'ORIGIN' prior to coming into the world in flesh was
from God, 'my God' as he so often said. He was God or 'DIVINE' that is what John 1:1 means where is
states and 'the word was 'God', this does not say the word was God Almighty, but that the 'DIVINE'
word who was with God in the 'beginning,' was itself a 'divine being' that is what we see so clearly in
PROVERBS 8 as cited above.
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NOW. Lets look at the parallel passage to John 1:1 and see that the Apostle John was
NOT saying that the logos (word) was God himself.
'That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the word ( logos) of life;
For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us'
1 John 1:1,2. KJV.
'He who was in the beginning, the one whom we have heard, and have seen with our eyes,
have looked upon, and have touched with our hands, we declare to you is the word (logos)
of life. For the life was manifested, and we have seen it and bear witness to it, and preach
unto you eternal life, which was with the Father and was revealed to us.'
1 John 1:1,2. The Ancient Eastern text of the Peshitta.
'The word (logos) which gives life ! he existed from the beginning, we have heard him, we
have seen him with our eyes, we have contemplated him, and we have touched him with our
hands ! The life appeared, and we have seen it. We are testifying to it and announcing it to
you - eternal life ! He was with the Father and appeared to us.'
1 John 1:1,2 Complete Jewish Bible.

Paul tells us much regarding this truth where he says that 'CHRIST is the power and WISDOM of God'
Paul speaks of 'WISDOM' time and time again, and to is related to MESSIAH for the gospel of
CHRIST is the WISDOM of GOD', as opposed to the wisdom of this world. The wisdom of God is
equated with the 'word' of God , 'Therefore said the Wisdom of God ' see Luke 11:49.
'That the 'GOD' OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; the FATHER OF GLORY, may give to you the
spirit of wisdom in the knowledge of him.' Ephesians 1:17

This is my prayer for any who read this study, amen.
end of study VI

STUDY VII
THUTMOSE 1 THE PHARAOH OF THE EXODUS ?
BY

Rich ard Me rre ll
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To discover who the pharaoh of the Exodus was we must determine who the 'daughter of Pharaoh' was,
EXODUS 2:5-10
To do this we must first discover which 'house' was ruling Egypt at the time of Joseph, GENESIS 39:1
and who was the Pharaoh who..'knew NOT Joseph' EXODUS 1:8.. by the way, he was I believe, an
EGYPTIAN Pharaoh !
The title PHARAOH finds it's origin in the Egyptian per aa meaning "great house" is the Hebrew par-o'
first found in GENESIS 12:15

THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE AGAINST THE HYKSOS
called the 'Shepherd Kings'
Note: Dates given are always OPEN to the speculation of scholars.. from my own study I lean towards
the dates of c.1580 to 1340 B.C. for dynasty XVIII
The war of liberation was spearheaded by Thebes and one can be certain that alliances in the Middle and
Upper Egypt were not too difficult to come by. However the Theban rulers of dynasty XVII (1660-1580
B.C.) do not seem to have been very successful in their struggle. The mummy of King Sequen-re of that
period is marked by severe wounds on the head as if he had been killed in fighting the Hyksos. But
Kamose the last king of dynasty XVII, left a record of his efforts. Kamose had called his nobles together
and in evident disgust pointed out the he, a powerful king, had to share Egypt with the Hyksos King and
the King of Nubia. In order to remedy this situation Kamose overcame the doubts of his nobles and at
the head of an army moved against Apophis the Hyksos King at Avaris. Kamose's raid was crowned
with such success that the Hyksos ruler sent a messenger to the Nubian prince advocating a united attack
upon Kamose from two directions. Fortunately, Kamose's forces captured the messenger as he was
going around the Theban forces and foiled the plot. This effort by Apophis would indicate that there was
some unity among tthe rulers of Nubia, perhaps a kind of confederation ?
For the Egyptians the Hyksos were the people to be beaten, for the Egyptians 'despised those who feed
cattle'..see Genesis 46:31-34; 47:1-6; note that this Pharaoh of Genesis 47:6 was an owner of cattle..and
that Jacob and family were allowed to dwell in the..'land of Goshen'..Exodus 47:4
Now we move on to Ahmose 1 founder of dynasty XVIII and thus the New Kingdom (1850-1085
B.C.) was a vigorous Monarch..( the King who 'knew NOT Joseph' ) Exodus 1:8, who lost no time in
assaulting Avaris, center of Hyksos control over Egypt, and near if not in..'the land of Goshen'. It is of
interest that much of the Egyptian fighting was on the river Nile and the canals where ship battles took
place, regarding this and Avaris see Manetho's account, Josephus Against Apion, Book 1:14.
The Hyksos were put of their element on the water and the river-wise men gave Egypt advantage. The
light chariot, the slashing sword, the hard bronze, and the composite bow now were in the Egyptian
hands as well as Hyksos. A most patriotic fervor, reinforced by a unity enforced by a common foe,
roused the Egyptians as never before, Avaris fell and the Hyksos were driven out of Egypt. Ahmose I
moved down into Nubia, and apparently broke the back of the Nubian control. There was resistance to
the new Egyptian invasion of Nubia, but both Ahmose I and his successor-son Amenhotep I (the
Pharaoh from whom Moses fled) Exodus 2:15; flattened this resistance with liitle trouble.
Thutmose I, (Pharaoh of the Exodus ?), successor to Amenhotep I, though not his son was already the
possessor of an army of veterans when he ascended the throne. When Thutmose I died after a reign of
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about fifteen years (d1515 B.C. ?) he was succeeded by the physically weak Thutmose II, who is known
to have died prematurely.
Hatshepsut took control, she being the dauhgter of Thutmose I and wife of
Thutmose II, might have been present when Moses spoke with Pharaoh ?
The Theban royal house that challenged the power of their overlords, and initiated the liberation of Egypt
from the Hyksos yoke, was not only fortunate in the fire and courage of its kings, it was also exceptional
for a series of outstanding queens who won the veneration of later generations. Queen Ahhotep, for
instance, mother of Ahmose I (Amosis), took over the reigns of government on the sudden death of her
husband Sequen-re. Evidently at this critical junction she rallied the Theban forces, since a large stella (a
large stone commemerating a deceased person), later erected in her honour by Ahmose I, speaks of her
cherishing Egypt and attending her soldiers. But even more influential was her daughter-in-law,
Ahmose-Nefertari, the chief queen of Ahmose and his possible cousin. She owned her renown to her
position in the Theban religious establishment, and was seen as Pharaoh's wife, daughter and queen, their
infant son Ahmose died, (was this Ahmose-Nefertari the 'Pharaoh's daughter' who adopted Moses ?).
Exodus 2:10 see my summary below.
As to Avaris in the Eastern delta, a town which from about 1700 B.C. became the chief seat of power of
the Hyksos. from this center they extended their grip until Memphis, the ancient religious capital, fell into
their hands, and with it presumably the whole of Lower Egypt. When Joseph arrived in Egypt was it to
Memphis that he went with Potiphar ? As to the land of GOSHEN (Genesis 47:1-4) is this another
name for the land of RAMESES also ? my reason for this question is (Genesis 47:11)
What had begun as an insurrection developed into a war of national liberation when the struggle was
continued by Ahmose, the infant nephew and successor of Kamose. The nature of the terrain in Egypt
with its many irrigation canals and branches of the Nile, both large and small, in the Delta, dictated that
the campaigns would be mainlly shipborne operations; and in point of fact our slender knowledge of this
contest is largely derived from the laconic reports that an officer of marines inscribed in his tomb at El
Kab. It has been suggested that it was not until his tenth regnal year that Ahmose I reduced Avaris to a
plundered ruin and expelled the Hyksos, if Ahmose I was the Pharaoh of the 'bondage' Exodus 1:8-10;
and I believe so..then we can understand why he was afraid that Israel would 'join our enemies' Exodus
1:10. Those enemies were the HYKSOS, the 'shepherd kings' who received Joseph and Jacob.
Principal Egyptian Monarchs of the New Kingdom
Dynasty XVIII (1580-1340 B.C.)
Ahmose I 1580-1558 Pharaoh who'knew not Joseph' Exodus 1:8 Amenhotep I 1557-1530 Pharaoh
from who 'Moses fled' Exodus 2:15 Thutmose I 1530-1515 ? Pharaoh of the Exodus Thutmose II
1515?-1505 Died prematurely. Hatshepsut 1515?-1484 Married her brother
Thutmose 11 Thutmose III 1504-1450 Married Hatshepsut's daughter Merytre Thutmose IV
1415?-1405 Amenhotep III 1405-1370 Amenhotep IV 1370-1352 Also called Akenaten the heretic
king Tutankhamun 1349?
Dynasty XIX (1340?-1220 B.C.)
Haremheb 1340?-1320 B.C.
MY SUMMARY
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Many argue that dynasty XVIII could have had no involvement in the Biblical account because the
Theban kings did not have much to do with Lower Egypt and that it would have been impractical for
Moses to be commuting back and forth between Pharaoh at Thebes in the South (Upper Egypt) and the
Israelites in the North (Lower Egypt). This argument bears no weight at all for the Biblical record tells us
that the Israelites had multiplied and did 'fill the land' Exodus 1:7, and the Theban kings did have
dealings and did reside at Memphis, for Amenhotep II was born in Memphis, and it is to be noted that
the influence of the culture of Upper Egypt under the princes of Thebes declined after the reigns of the
first two Pharaohs of dynasty XVIII. The dominance of the ancient capital of Memphis was reasserted
once more when THUTMOSE I founded a great palace complex at Memphis, which is known to have
been still in use at the end of the dynasty and continued to be important to the Ramessides of dynasty
XIX.
Therefore I reason that dynasty XVIII was very much involved in Lower Egypt and it might have been
very possible for Moses to have presented himself before a Pharaoh of that dynasty who was residing at
Memphis...that Pharaoh I believe may have been Thutmose I.
Furthermore as to Ahmose-Nefertari the wife of Ahmose I..my leaning to the opinion that she was the '
daughter of Pharaoh Exodus 2:5-10 is based on the fact her infant son Ahmose died...and she seeing
Moses may have wanted to adopt him. However that is assumption on my part but the salient point I
want to make is that a funery cone has survived showing that Prince Ahmose was buried in the Theban
necropolis. Also the 'Donation Stella' from Karnak has a relief of Ahmose I followed by the " King's
Daughter, King's Sister, God's Wife and Chief Queen, whose every bequest is done for her....
Ahmose-Nefertari.' and the young Prince Ahmose.
Josephus also gives a clue in his Antiquities of the Jews, for he has Miriam the sister of Moses saying
to Pharaoh's Daughter, "It is in vain O Queen..." Book 2,9:5. Also some argue that Pharaoh
Ramesses was the pharaoh of the Exodus because the Israelites were in Egypt for 430 years, but that is a
great error for the 430 years began when Abraham received the covenant from God..for the law came
430 after that event..see Galatians 3:16,17; so the Israelites were in Egypt for 215 years..but it must be
remembered that when Abraham was in Canaan that Canaan was under the rule of Egypt. 'Now the
sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years.' Exodus
12:40 the King James translation. This is an error when we consider Galatians 3:16,17 from the same
translation !
But if you read the Septuagint, the Scriptures in Greek..which were in use in the time of our Lord..you
will see that it reads thus..' And the sojourning of the children of Israel while they soujourned in
the land of Egypt AND in the land of Canaan, was four hundred and thirty years.'
It is clear that the modern accepted teaching that the Exodus was in the time of the Ramessides is
incorrect.
I REST MY CASE !

God bless you all in the name of Messiah Yeshua our Lord and
Saviour..amen.
Richard Merrell PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls New South Wales AUSTRALIA

end of Study VII
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STUDY VIII
By Richard Merrell.
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls
NSW Australia 2782.
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH REGARDING HOMOSEXUALITY (SODOMY) ?
The Bible teaches that sodomy/homosexuality is an abomination to God, and that all who practice
such do NOT inherit the kingdom of God. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
Sodomy/Homosexuality is an ABOMINATION to God.
You shall not lie with a male as with a women. It is abomination Lev.18:22
If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed abomination. They shall
surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them. Lev. 20:13
For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who commit them shall be cut off (put to
death). Lev. 18:29
The city of Sodom was destroyed because of the practice of Homosexuality
Lot's two visitors who were angels struck the men of the city of Sodom with blindness. they had come to
Lot's house and asked, " Where are the men who came to you tonight ? bring them out that we may
know them carnally"...But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and
shut the door. And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness. Genesis
19:5,10,11
The angels then told Lot to take his family out of Sodom for they were sent to destroy it. "For we shall
destroy this place, for the outcry against them has grown great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord
has sent us to destroy it." Genesis 19:13
Sodom was an example of judgement from which all other cities were to take as a warning, the city is
used of course to mean the people and their evil ways. " as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around
them in a similiar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after
strange flesh ( male with male, female with female, male and female with an animal), are set forth as an
example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire." Jude 7
A stern warning is given by Jesus to those cities who know of Sodom and do evil ( Sydney is one of
these ) for Sydney has sunk to strange flesh among it's inhabitants. It will therefore be more tolerable for
Sodom on judgement day than for Sydney, a city rejecting God (Jesus). Jesus speaking to those he was
about to send forth said, " And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from
that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet. Assuredly, I say to you, it shall be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgement than for that city." Matthew 10:14,15 see
also Mark 6:11; Luke 10;17
That homosexuals (Sodomites) do NOT inherit the kingdom of God is made clear in 1 Corinthians
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6:9,10 where we read, " Do you not know that the unright- eous will NOT inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor catamites*, nor homosexuals,
nor theives, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor exttortioners will inherit the kingdom of God."
* A catamite was a young boy kept for the use of homosexuals, those submitting to the act willingly.

AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU !!
" And such were some of you, But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God." 1 Corinthians 6:11. Praise God that salvation
extends to all who call upon him. We want to see this for homosexauls, washed and cleasned by the
PRECIOUS BLOOD of Christ Jesus our Lord. Turning from their sin unto life eternal.
Romans 1:27-31 declares that homosexuality male and female is nothing but UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.
The Government of the State of New South Wales, Australia, condones the practice of the Sodomites
and encourages the Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras in Sydney each year.
1 Timothy 1:9,10 states homosexuality is lawless and insubordinate, the city of Sydney is an example of
this and will I believe be made an example of by God when he sends forth disaster upon it soon, lest they
repent. Sydney can choose between Sodom or Nineveh, Sodom was destroyed but Nineveh repented
when warning was given, " then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God
relented from the disaster that He said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it" Jonah 3:10. I
have sent warning to the Premier of New South Wales and the Press to warn the public of the coming
catastrophe. Indeed it will be more tolerable for Sodom on the day of judgement than for the City of
Sydney.
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH !!
LO ! the church also must preach the gospel and not compromise with the evil of homosexuality within
the body of Christ, under the false notion that God loves them, and therefore it is OK for them to be
immoral; such a notion is a wile of Satan and not of God, for the scripture declares that 'the love of God
abideth not on the sons of disobedience' the church must proclaim that such a thing is wickedness for
which the judgement of God comes upon the sons of disobedience, the sons of the devil and not of
God. see 1 John 3:6-10; God will purge the church with fire, for judgement begins in his house, this is
said to Israel, but applies to the church too in that the church is the body of Christ, the temple of God.
And if the church joins to a harlot God can and will destroy anyone doing such evil. It must be noted that
the meaning of the text ' he that is born of God does not commit sin', John 3:9; has this meaning from the
Greek, 'he that is born of God no longer PRACTICES sin', this means that we no longer walk in sin, we
no longer live in sin. before we were born from above we did practice, live in, and walk in sin daily, but
now that we are 'born from above' we no longer do so, in fact it is 'impossible' for any who are 'born
again' to 'continue on' in sin day by day, 1 John 3:8; for Christ now dwelleth in those who are 'born
from above.' Indeed the very reason for John writing his first epistle was that 'ye sin not' And 'if any
man sin we have an advocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ the righteous' 1 John 2:1
LO! the church cannot afford to placate the sodomites/homosexuals found 'within' and even teach such
a practice is not sin. We must stand firm and practice righteous judgement 'within' the church, 1
Corithians 5:9-13; against any immorality found amongst any persons in the church. God will judge
those outside the church but we must stand firm against all unrighteousness and every imagination that
exalts itself against the knowledge of God and Christ. Our weapons are not carnal but mighty in the
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Spirit of God, hallelujah !! 2 Corinthians 10:4; Ephesians 6:10-17.

My following poem says it all.
THE WICKEDNESS OF MAN
They worship not the Creator - Who is blessed forever: amen
But they bow before the creation;
And worship the creature in men.
So God gave them over to passions
Both women and men as well,
They work that which is evil
For them, their own place is hell.
The homosexual, the lesbian
Have turned from the natural way;
Working that wich is unseemly
To their lusts they have given sway.
Women with women in wickedness;
Men that mate with their kind
The sight of them all is in darkness
They all have a reprobate mind.
Their practices are the damnation
A recompence which is meet;
God has given them over to Satan
The cup of their sin they must eat.
For they have changed the glory of God
Into an image of corruptible man,
Of birds and fourfooted beasts
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They have made God whatever they can.
This wickedness of man might be
A thing that you practice too?
I say repent and turn unto Jesus Read Romans, chapters one and two.
end of study VIII

STUDY IX
ENGLISH TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE 1526 - 1996
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
This lists gives the date, title and translator of over 200 versions of the Scriptures in English. Where the
name of the translator is unknown. or where a group of translators were involved in any work, the
version is identified by the publisher's name/s with (parentheses):
1526 (The New Testament: untitled) WILLIAM TYNDALE
1530 The Psalter of David in Englishe. GEORGE COLE
(The Pentateuch: untitled) WILLIAM TYNDALE
1531(?) The Prophete Jonas. WILLIAM TYNDALE
1534 Jeremy the Prophete, Translated into Englishe. GEORGE JOYE
The New Testament. GEORGE JOYE
1535 Biblia: The Bible. MILES COVERDALE
1536 The Newe Testament yet once again corrected by. WILLIAM TYNDALE
1537 (?) (The New Testament) MILES COVERDALE
1537 The Byble (Richard Grafton and Edward Whitechurch)
1539 The Most Sacred Bible (Taverner's Bible) RICHARD TAVENER
The Byble in Englysh (The Great Bible) (Richard Grafton and Edward Whitechurch)
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The Newe Testament of oure Sauyour Jesu Christ. MILES COVERDALE
The New Testament in Englyshe. RICHARD TAVENER
The New Testament in Englyshe (Richard Grafton and Edward Whitechurch)
1540 The Byble in Englyshe. MILES COVERDALE
1548(?) Certayne Psalmes chose out of the Psalter. THOMAS STARNHOLD
1549 The first tome or volume of the paraphrase of Erasmus vpon The Newe Testament (Edward
Whitechurch)
1557 The Newe Testament of ovr Lord Jesus Christ. WILLIAM WHITTINGHAM
1560 The Bible and Holy Scriptvres conteyned in the Olde and Newe Testament (The Geneva Bible)
WILLIAM WHITTINGHAM
1562 The Whole Booke of Psalmes. THOMAS STARNHOLD and I. HOPKINS
1568 The Holie Bible, (The Bishops' Bible) MATTHEW PARKER
1582 The New Testament of Iesvs Christ (Rheims New Testament) GREGORY MARTIN
1592 Apocalypsis. THOMAS BARBAR
1610 The Holie Bible (Douay Old Testament) GREGORY MARTIN
1611 The Holy Bible (The King James Version) (Robert Barker)
1612 The Book of Psalmes. HENRY AINSWORTH
1657 The Dutch Annotations upon the whole Bible. THEODORE HAAK
1700 The Psalmes of David. C. CARYLL
1726 A new version of all the Books of the New Testament. (J Batly and S. Chandler)
1727 The books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon. (J. Walthoe)
1731 The New Testament: translated out of the Latin Vulgate by John Wycliffe, c. 1378. JOHN
LEWIS
1741 A new version of St. Matthew's Gospel. DANIEL SCOTT
1745 Mr. Whiston's Primitive New Testament. WILLIAM WHISTON
1761 Divers parts of the Holy Scriptures. MR. MORTIMER
1764 All the books of The Old and New Testament. ANTHONY PURVER
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The New Testament. RICHARD WYNNE
1765 The Psalms of David. CHRISTOPHER SMART
The New Testament. PHILIP DODDRIDGE
1768 A Liberal Translation of the New Testament. EDWARD HARWOOD
1770 The New Testament or New Covenant. JOHN WORSLEY
1771 The Book of Job. THOMAS SCOTT
1773 The Pentateuch of Moses and the Historical Books of the Old Testament. JULIUS BATE
1779 Isaiah. ROBERT LOWTH
Essay towards a literal English version of the New Testament, in the Epistles of the Apostle Paul directed
to the Ephesians. JOHN CALLENDER
1782 The Gospel of St. Matthew. GILBERT WAKEFIELD
1784 Jeremiah and Lamentations. BENJAMIN BLAYNEY
1787 The First Book of Moses. DAVID LEVI
The Apostle Paul's First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians. JAMES MACKNIGHT
1789 A New English Translation of the Pentateuch. ISAAC DELGARDO
The Four gospels. GEORGE CAMPBELL
1790 The Book of Psalms. STEPHEN STREET
1791 The New Testament. GILBERT WAKEFIELD
1795 The New Testament. THOMAS HAWKES
1796 Johna. GEORGE BENJOHN
An attempt toward revising our English translation of the Greek Scriptures. WILLIAM NEWCOME
1797 The Holy Bible. ALEXANDER GEDDES
1799 A Revised Translation and Interpretation of the Sacred Scriptures. DAVID MACRAE
1805 The Book of Job. JOSEPH STOCK
1807 The Gothic Gospel of St. Matthew. SAMUEL HENSHALL
1808 The Holy Bible. CHARLES THOMSOM
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1810 The Book of Job. ELIZABETH SMITH
1811 Canticles: or Song of Solomon. JOHN FRY
1812 The Book of Job. JOHN MASON GOOD
The New Testament. W. WILLIAMS
1816 The English Version of the Polyglot Bible. (Samuel Bagster)
1819 Lyra Davidis (Psalms). JOHN FRY
1822 The Epistles of Paul the Apostle. THOMAS BELSHAM
1825 The Book of Job. GEORGE HUNT
The Psalms. J. PARKHURST
1827 An Amended Version of the Book of Job. GEORGE R. NOYES
Liber Ecclesiasticus, the Book of the Church. LUKE HOWARD
1828 The Gospel of God's Annointed. ALEXANDER GREAVES
1831 The Book of Psalms. GEORGE R. NOYES
1833 A literal translation from the Hebrew of the Twelve Minor prophets. A. PICK
A New and Corrected Version of the New Testament. RODOLPHUS DICKINSON
1834 The Gospel according to Matthew. WILLIAM J. AISLABIE
1835 The Book of the Law from the Holy Bible. (The Pentateuch) JOSEPH ABLETT
1837 A New Translation of the Hebrew Prophets. GEORGE R. NOYES
The Gospel of John. WILLIAM J. AISLABIE
1843 The Gospel according to Saint Matthew: and part of the first chapter of the Gospel according to
Saint Mark. SIR JOHN CHEKE
Horae Aramaicae: Comprising concise notices of the Aramean dialects in general and of the versions of
the Holy Scripture extant in them; with a translation of Matthew. J. W. ETHERIDGE
1846 The Book of Psalms. JOHN JEBB
A New Translation of proverbs, Ecclestiastes and the canticles. GEORGE R. NOYES
The Four Gospels from the Peshitta. J.W. ETHERIDGE
1848 The New Testament. JONATHAN MORGAN
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St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. HERMAN HEINFETTER
1849 The Apostolic Acts and Epistles. J. W. ETHERIDGE
1850 The Bible Revised. FRANCIS BARHAM
1851 The New Testament. JAMES MURDOCK
The Epistle of Paul to the Romans. JOSEPH TURNBULL
The Epistles of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews HERMAN HEINFETTER
1854 The Epistles of Paul the Apostle. JOSEPH TURNBULL
1855 The Book of Genesis. HENRY E. J. HOWARD
A Translation of the Gospels. ANDREWS NORTON
1857 The Books of Exodus and Leviticus. HENRY E. J. HOWARD
1858 The New Testament. LEICESTER A. SAWYER
1859 A Revised Translation of the New Testament. W.G. COOKESLEY
1860 The Psalms. LORD CONGLETON
1861 Jewish School and Family Bible. A. BENISCH
1861(?) The New Testament...As revised and Corrected by the Spirits. LEONARD THORN
1862 The New Testament. H. HIGHTON
1863 The Holy Bible. ROBERT YOUNG
The Psalms. W. KAY
The Book of Daniel. JOHN BELLAMY
1864 The Book of Job. J. M. RODWELL
The Emphatic Diaglot. BENJAMIN WILSON
1867 The Minor Prophets. JOHN MELLAMY
1869 The Book of Job in metre. WILLIAM MEIKLE
The Book of Psalms. CHARLES CARTER
1870 The New Testament. JOHN BOWES
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1871 The Book of Job. FRANCIS BARHAM
The Book of Psalms. FRANCIS BARHAM and JOHN HARE
St. John's Epistles. FRANCIS BARHAM
1871(?) The Gospels, Acts, Epistles and Book of Revelation. JOHN DARBY
1876 The Holy Bible. JULIA E. SMITH
1877 The New Testament. JOHN RICHTER
Revised English Bible. (Eyre and Spottiswoode)
1881 The New testament: English Revised Version. (Cambridge University Press)
1882(?) St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. FERRAR FENTON
1884 The Psalter, and certain Canticles. RICHARD ROLLE
The Book of Psalms. T. K. CHEYNE
St. Paul's Epistles in Modern English. FERRAR FENTON
1885 The Old Testament Scripture. HELEN SPURRELL
The Holy Bible: Revised Version. (Oxford university Press)
1894 A Translation of the Four Gospels from the Syriac of the Sinatic Palimpsest. AGNES S. LEWIS
1897 The New Dispensation: The New Testament. ROBERT WEEKES
1898 The Book of Job. FERRAR FENTON
The Twentieth Century New Testament. (W. and J. Mackay and Co.)
The Four Gospels. SEYMOUR SPENCER
1899 The Old and New Testaments. (J.Clarke and Co.)
1900 St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. W. G. RUTHERFORD
1901 The Holy Bible: American Standard Version. (Thomas Nelson and Sons)
The Five Books of Moses. FERRAR FENTON
The Historical New Testament. JAMES MOFFATT
1902(?) The Bible in Modern English. FERRAR FENTON
1903 The Book of Psalms. KAUFMAN KOHLER
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The New Testament in Modern Speech. RICHARD WEYMOUTH
The Revelation. HENRY FORSTER
1904 The New Testament. ADOLPHUS S. WORRELL
1906 St. John's Gospel, Epistles and Revelation. HENRY FORSTER
1908 Corinthians and Thessalonians. W.G. RUTHERFORD
1912 The Book of Ruth. R.H.J. STEWART
1913 The New Testament. JAMES MOFFATT
1914 The Poem of Job. EDWARD G. KING
1916 The Wisdom of Ben-Sira (Ecclesiasticus) W.O.E. OSTERLEY
1917 The Holy Scriptures according to the Masoretic text. (The Jewish Publication Society of America)
1918 The New Testament (The Shorter Bible) CHARLES FORSTER KENT
1920(?) Amos. THEODORE H. ROBINSON
1921 The Old Testament (The Shorter Bible) CHARLES FORSTER KENT
Mark's Account of Jesus. T.W. PYM
1923 The New Testament. An American Translation EDGAR J. GOODSPEED
The Riverside New Testament. WILLIAM G. BALLANTINE
1924 The Old Testament. JAMES MOFFATT
Centenary Translation of the New Testament. HELEN B. MONTGOMERY
1925 Hebrews. F. H. WALES
St Matthew's Gospel. (T. and T. Clark)
1928 The Psalms Complete. WILLIAM W. MARTIN
The Christian's Bible: New Testament. GEORGE LeFEVRE
1933 The Four Gospels according to the Eastern Version. GEORGE M. LAMSA
The Four Gospels. CHARLLES C. TORREY
1936 The Song of Songs. W.O.E. OESTERLEY
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1937 The Psalms and the Canticles of the Divine Office. GEORGE ONEILL
The New Testament. JOHANNES GREBER
The New Testament. CHARLES B. WILLIAMS
St. Paul from the Trenches. GERALD CORNISH
1938 Job. GEORGE ONEILL
The New Testament. EDGAR L. CLEMENTSON
1939 Ecclesiasticus. A. D. POWER
1944 The New Testament. RONALD A. KNOX
1945 The Berkley Version Of The New Testament. GERRIT VERKUYL
1946 The Psalms...Also the Canticles of the Roman Breviary. (Benziger Bros)
The New Testament. (Revised Standard Version) (Thomas Nelson and Sons)
1947 The Psalms. RONALD A. KNOX
The New Testament. GEORGE SWANN
Letters to Young Churches: Epistles of the New Testament. J.B. PHILLIPS
1949 The Old Testament. RONALD A. KNOX
1950 The New Testament of Our Messiah and Saviour Yahshua. A. B. TRAINA
New World Translation: New Testament. ( Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc.)
1951 The New testament. (Brotherhood Authentic Bible Society)
1952 The Four Gospels. E.V. RIEU
The Holy Bible: Revised Standard Version (Thomas Nelson and Sons)
1954 The New Testament. JAMES A. KLEIST and JOSEPH LILLY
The Amplified Bible: Gospel of John. THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION
1955 The Authentic New Testament. HUGH J. SCHONFIELD
1956 The Inspired Letters in Clearest English. FRANK C. LAUBACH
1957 The Holy Bible from Ancient Eastern Manuscripts. GEORGE M. LAMSA
1958 The New Testament in Modern English. J.B. PHILLIPS
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The Amplified Bible: New Testament. THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION
1959 The Holy Bible: The Berkley Version in Modern English. (Zondervan Publishing Co.)
1960 The Holy Bible. (New American Standard)(Thomas Nelson and Sons)
The New World Translation: Old Testament. (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc.)
1961 The New English Bible: New Testament. (Oxford University Press and Cambridge University
Press)
1962 The Children's Version of the Holy Bible. J.P. GREEN
Modern King James Version of the Holy Bible. (McGraw-Hill)
Living Letters: The paraphrased Epistles. KENNETH TAYLOR
The Amplified Bible: Old Testament Part II. THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION
The New Jewish Version. JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY
1963 The New Testament in the Language of Today. WILLIAM BECK
New American Standard Bible: Old Testament Part I. THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION
1966 Good News for Modern Man: The New Testament. (American Bible Society)
The Living Scriptures: A New Translation in the King James Tradition. (American Bible Society)
The Jerusalem Bible.
1968 The Cotton Patch Version of Paul's Epistles. CLARENCE JORDAN
The New Testament of Our Master and Saviour. (Missionary Dispensary Bible Research)
1969 The New Testament: A New Translation. WILLIAM BARCLAY
Modern Language New Testament. (Zondervan Publishing Co.)
The Cotton Patch Version of Luke and Acts. CLARENCE JORDAN
1970 New American Bible. (St. Anthony Guild Press)
New English Bible. (Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press)
The Cotton Patch Version of Matthew and John. CLARENCE JORDAN
1971 Letters from Paul. BOYCE BLACK-WELDER
New American Standard Bible. THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION
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King James II Version of the Bible. (Associated Publishers and Authors)
The Living Bible. (Tyndale House)
1972 The New Testament in Modern English: Revised Edition. J.B. PHILLIPS
1973 The New International Version: New Testament. (Zondervan Bible Publishers)
The Translators New Testament. (The British and Foreign Bible Society)
The Cotton Version of Hebrews and the General Epistles. CLARENCE JORDAN
The Poetic Bible. VOE GRAY
1976 Good News Bible. (American Bible Society)
1977 The Holy Bible in the Language of Today. WILLIAM BECK
1978 The New International Version. (Zondervan Bible Publishers)
1979 The New King James Version: New Testament. (Thomas Nelson Publishers)
1982 The Holy Bible: New King James Version. (Thomas Nelson Publishers)
1986 The New Jerusalem Bible. ( )
1989 New Revised Standard Bible. (Thomas Nelosn Publishers and others)
Revised English Bible. (Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press)
1991 Contemporary English Version, New Testament. (American Bible Society and Thomas Nelson
Publishers)
1995 Contemporary English Version. (Ameican Bible Society and Thomas Nelson Publishers)
1996 New Living Bible. (Tyndale Publishers) HR

end of study IX

STUDY X
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782

OTHER WRITINGS NOT IN THE ACCEPTED CANON OF THE BIBLE
Below are a list of writings that are found in the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha and the New Testament
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Apocrypha, which I recommend to the reader. However I must stress that a knowledge of the Bible is
necessary, even paramount for those who are willing to read these documents of the early church. For
some of the documents in the Pseudepigrapha and New Testament Apocrypha are clearly discerned to
be utter nonsense in light of the Bible. However there are some writings I believe good for
edification,exhortation and comfort, such as the First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians and the Epistle
of Polycarp to the Philippians.
Clement was an early Bishop of Rome and sent his epistle to Corinth c 96. Clement was a disciple of the
Apostle Peter.
Polycarp d c155 was Bishop of Smyrna, and disciple of the Apostle John. He became a faithful martyr
for Jesus, being burnt at the stake when in very great age, for he declared before the Proconsul when told
to swear to the genius of Caesar, "Eighty six years have I served Him, and He has done me no wrong;
how can I blaspheme my King who saved me ?" The martyrdom of Polycarp 22nd February 156.

LIST OF WRITINGS

NEW TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA
First Epistle of Clement of Rome to the Corinthians
Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians (Died for Jesus) burnt
Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians (Died for Jesus) beasts at Rome
Epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians
Epistle of Ignatius to the Trallians
Epistle of Ignatius to the Romans
Epistle of Ignatius to the Philidelphians
Epistle of Ignatius to the Smyrneans
Epistle of Ignatius to Polycarp
The General Epistle of Barnabas
The Gospel of Nicodemus, formerly called the Acts of Pontius Pilate
THE READER CAN FORM HIS/HER OWN OPINION AS TO THESE BOOKS

THE OLD TESTAMENT PSEUDEPIGRAPHA
1. Jubilees
2. The Lives of the Prophets
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3. Life of Adam and Eve
4. The Secrets of Enoch (Slavonic)
5. 1 Enoch ( Ethiopic Apocalypse of )......quoted at Jude 14,15
6. Apocalypse of Daniel
7. Apocalypse of Elijah
8. Apocryphon of Ezekiel
9. The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
SHORT SUMMARY OF BOOKS
1. JUBILEES. (Second Century B.C.)
The Book of Jubilees being a record of the things that God showed (revealed) to Moses while he spent
the 40 days on Mount Sinai, read (Exodus24:18). Israel was to become apostate, (even as the church
has) but God showed to Moses that by His grace Israel will be ultimately restored. Chapter 49 speaks of
the Passover and observance thereof, the last chapter, 50 speaks of the Sabbath. Jubilees has a relation
to Genesis and Exodus.
2. THE LIVES OF THE PROPHETS. (First Century A.D.)
The Lives of the prophets is only extant in Christian manuscripts; it contains very much 'Christian' material
and may have originally been written in one of the Semetic languages, as was the Gospel of Matthew;
most likey Syriac, ( see the Peshitta, the Queen of NT manuscripts ). Dating of the 'LIVES' is difficult
because no contemporary events are mentioned.
3. LIFE OF ADAM AND EVE. (First Century A.D.)
Deals with their life after their expulsion from Eden; deals with Cain's murder of his brother Able, and
relates the story of Seth. It deals with the fact that mercy will be shown to men at the resurrection, speaks
of the death and burial of Adam. The fall of Satan and the reason is given; inasmuch that Satan would not
worship man, who had been created in the image of God. The book is interesting but a firm grasp of
Scripture is needed.
4. THE SECRETS OF ENOCH. 2 (Slavonic Apocalypse of) ENOCH (Late First Century A.D.)
The work covers the period of Genesis 5:23-32; it is an amplification thereof, and deals with the life of
Enoch to the deluge. He has a vision whereby he is taken into heaven; (note John in the Apocalypse). He
is taken through seven heavens to the throne of God, at each heaven he sees things and asks the angel
what they mean. The account of the (sons of God who mated with women) is recorded, so too the time
of world history to the new heaven and earth. One gets an appreciation for First Century understanding
that the Lord is the only Creator, a book worth reading.
5. 1 ENOCH. (Ethiopic Apocalypse of) (First Century B.C. - First Century A.D.)
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This work is also known as 1 Enoch, it is the oldest of three works in the pseudepigrapha attributed to
Enoch. After Enoch has the visions he admonishes his children to walk after God, for a great flood is
coming as judgement upon the wicked. It is interesting to me for Jude 14,15 relates Enoch's prophecy
written at 1:9, so we have a book of the Canon quoting a pseudepigrapha writing. That's one reason I
personaly believe in an OPEN canon. This book too is worth study for the enquiring mind!
6. APOCALYPSE OF DANIEL. (Ninth Century A.D.)
This work deals with the coming of the Antichrist and the end of the world. Earlier traditions on this
subject were taken and adapted to the historical events of eighth-century Byzantium. However we get an
insight into the earlier beliefs regarding the second coming of Jesus and the destruction of the 'man of sin'
see 2 Thessalonians chapter 2. Early Christians did NOT believe in a 'secret' catching up of the saints.
7. APOCALYPSE OF ELIJAH. (First to Fourth Century A.D.)
This work deals with prayer and fasting, prophecies concerning the events preceding the advent of
Antichrist, his discription and destruction. It speaks of events which will happen on 'that Day' ie: the Day
of the Lord.
8. APOCRYPHON OF EZEKIEL. (First Century B.C. - First Century A.D.)
This work deals with a story of a certain king who invites his subjects to attend a great feast. However
there two cripples whom he does not invite. The story is a moral regarding the resurrection and
judgement.
9. THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS. (Second Century B.C.)
This work purports to the final utterances of the twelve sons of Jacob, ( see my study ). Jacob's last
words in Genesis 49 is the model for this work. Before each patriarch dies, having gathered about him his
offspring he reflects on his life, and admonishes his children to avoid sins and speaks to them of the future
of Israel. This book is good to read and encouraging to all who would avoid the pitfalls of sin, fornication
being the subject of Joseph the eleventh son of Jacob and Rachel. What a great book this is !!!
BOOK TITLES WHERE YOU WILL FIND ALL THE ABOVEMENTIONED WRITINGS
The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Apocalyptic Literature and Testaments Volume 1. James H.
Charlesworth
The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Volume 2. James H. Charlesworth
New Testament Apocrypha, Volume one: Gospel and Related Writings, Wilhelm Schneemelcher.
New Testament Apocrypha, Volume two: Writings Relating to the Apostles; Apocalypses and Related
Subjects, Wilhelm Schneemelcher.
The Lost Books of the Bible and the Forgotten Books of Eden
A New Eusebius, Documents illustrative of the history of the Church to A.D. 337, J.Stevenson
end of study X
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STUDY XI
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782

THE SEVENTY WEEKS OF DANIEL 9
Let's read the whole text 'Seventy times seven weeks are determined upon your people..(Israel) and
upon your holy city..(Jerusalem), to finish the transgressions and to make an end of sins and for the
forgiveness of the iniquity and to bring in an everlasting righteousness and to fulfill the vision of the
prophets and to give the most holy to the Messiah. Know therefore and understand that from the going
forth of the commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem to the coming of the Messiah the king shall be
seven times seven weeks, and sixty two times seven weeks: the people shall return and rebuild Jerusalem,
its streets and its broadways at the end of the appointed times. After sixty-two times seven weeks,
Messiah shall be slain..' Daniel 9:24-26
Now these seventy weeks represent 490 years in all. The commandment to rebuild Jerusalem was given
in the year 453 B.C. by Artaxeres..King of Persia in the twentieth year of his reign. History records that
Ezra and Nehemiah of the Bible were involved in the restoration period of forty nine years. This forty nine
years was the time from the going forth of the commandment, ie. the seven times seven weeks, this takes
us to the 404 B.C. the remaining sixty two times seven weeks or four hundred and thirty four years brings
us to 30 A.D. the year that Messiah Yeshua or Jesus was baptised by John the baptist...the Bible tells us
that Messiah Yeshua was about thirty years old at his baptism. see Luke 3:23, so we have the very age
of Messiah at the end of the period of the sixty nine weeks.
This leaves us one week to complete the prophecy of the seventy weeks or 490 years, let us continue,
after the sixty-two times seven weeks Messiah shall be slain means this, the ministry of Lord Yeshua was
for three and a half years, he was then crucified for our sin, this three and a half year period brings us to
the sixty nine and one half week or to four hundred eighty nine and a half years. The rest of this week or
the remaining three and half year period will be given to the Antichrist, who will be given power for forty
two months..see the Apocalypse 13:5. The completion of the 70th week will herald the return of the
Lord on the clouds.. the destruction of the antichrist and Daniel 9:24 will be consumated for the Jews in
asmuch that the feast of the Lord known as trumpets will occur at that time and be quickly be followed
by the day of antonement..when Lord Yeshua himself will take sin away from his people Israel....amen.
end of study XI
STUDY XII
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782

THE CHURCH FATHERS
and
A POST-TRIBULATIONAL/PRE WRATH (of God) 'CATCHING UP'
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Romans 5:9
The Early Church Fathers believed in a POST-TRIBULATIONAL/PRE WRATH (of God)
'catching up' of the church.
Escerpts from their writings indicate that not only did they NOT believe in an IMMINENT
return of the Lord, but they expected the church to face the persecution of the antichrist.
Let me be quick to add, that just because one or more of the church fathers believe a particular way
concerning ANY doctrinal issue, is not proof that the stated belief is Biblically accurate. The record is
valuable to indicate at least a general consensus of opinion among these men who lived in post-apostolic
times. As stated, that "general" consensus of opinion is that the church would be 'caught up' AFTER the
great persecution from the antichrist.

Let the reader evaluate for himself what the evidence reveals.
1. Clement of Rome: To the Corinthians. c. 95 AD
Chapter XXIII.-Be Humble, and Believe that Christ Will Come Again.
The all-merciful and beneficent Father has bowels [of compassion] towards those that fear Him, and
kindly and lovingly bestows His favours upon those who come to Him with a simple mind. Wherefore let
us not be double-minded; neither let our soul be lifted up on account of His exceedingly great and
glorious gifts. Far from us be that which is written, "Wretched are they who are of a double mind, and of
a doubting heart; who say, "These things we have heard even in the times of our fathers; but, behold, we
have grown old, and none of them has happened unto us." Ye foolish ones! compare yourselves to a tree:
take [for instance] the vine. First of all, it sheds its leaves, then it buds, next it puts forth leaves, and then it
flowers; after that comes the sour grape, and then follows the ripened fruit. Ye perceive how in a little
time the fruit of a tree comes to maturity. Of a truth, soon and suddenly shall His will be accomplished, as
the Scripture also bears witness, saying, "Speedily will He come, and will not tarry;" and, "The Lord shall
suddenly come to His temple, even the Holy One, for whom ye look."

Comment: It is obvious that Clement considered the return of the Lord for the church to be in
view at Malachi 3:1 which refers to His arrival AFTER the tribulation.

2. Epistle of BARNABAS (Between 70 and 130 AD)
Chapter IV.-Antichrist is at Hand: Let Us Therefore Avoid Jewish Errors.
It therefore behoves us, who inquire much concerning events at hand, to search diligently into those
things which are able to save us. Let us then utterly flee from all the works of iniquity, lest these should
take hold of us; and let us hate the error of the present time, that we may set our love on the world to
come: let us not give loose reins to our soul, that it should have power to run with sinners and the wicked,
lest we become like them. The final stumbling-block (or source of danger) approaches, concerning which
it is written, as Enoch says, "For for this end the Lord has cut short the times and the days, that His
Beloved may hasten; and He will come to the inheritance."
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And the prophet also speaks thus: "Ten kingdoms shall reign upon the earth, and a little king shall rise up
after them, who shall subdue under one three of the kings. In like manner Daniel says concerning the
same, "And I beheld the fourth beast, wicked and powerful, and more savage than all the beasts of the
earth, and how from it sprang up ten horns, and out of them a little budding horn, and how it subdued
under one three of the great horns." Ye ought therefore to understand. And this also I further beg of you,
as being one of you, and loving you both individually and collectively more than my own soul, to take
heed now to yourselves, and not to be like some, adding largely to your sins, and saying, "The covenant
is both theirs and ours." But they thus finally lost it, after Moses had already received it. For the Scripture
saith, "And Moses was fasting in the mount forty days and forty nights, and received the covenant from
the Lord, tables of stone written with the finger of the hand of the Lord; " but turning away to idols, they
lost it. For the Lord speaks thus to Moses: "Moses go down quickly; for the people whom thou hast
brought out of the land of Egypt have transgressed." And Moses understood [the meaning of God], and
cast the two tables out of his hands; and their covenant was broken, in order that the covenant of the
beloved Jesus might be sealed upon our heart, in the hope which flows from believing in Him. Now,
being desirous to write many things to you, not as your teacher, but as becometh one who loves you, I
have taken care not to fail to write to you from what I myself possess, with a view to your purification.
We take earnest heed in these last days; for the whole [past] time of your faith will profit you nothing,
unless now in this wicked time we also withstand coming sources of danger, as becometh the sons of
God. That the Black One may find no means of entrance, let us flee from every vanity, let us utterly hate
the works of the way of wickedness. Do not, by retiring apart, live a solitary life, as if you were already
[fully] justified; but coming together in one place, make common inquiry concerning what tends to your
general welfare. For the Scripture saith, "Woe to them who are wise to themselves, and prudent in their
own sight!" Let us be spiritually-minded: let us be a perfect temple to God. As much as in us lies, let us
meditate upon the fear of God, and let us keep His commandments, that we may rejoice in His
ordinances. The Lord will judge the world without respect of persons. Each will receive as he has done: if
he is righteous, his righteousness will precede him; if he is wicked, the reward of wickedness is before
him. Take heed, lest resting at our ease, as those who are the called [of God], we should fall asleep in
our sins, and the wicked prince, acquiring power over us, should thrust us away from the kingdom of the
Lord. And all the more attend to this, my brethren, when ye reflect and behold, that after so great signs
and wonders were wrought in Israel, they were thus [at length] abandoned. Let us beware lest we be
found [fulfilling that saying], as it is written, "Many are called, but few are chosen."
Comment: The warning to the Christians is given in view of a possible arrival of the
antichrist who is referenced by the quotes from Daniel.

3. Justin Martyr: Dialogue of Justin (2nd century AD) Philosopher and Martyr, with
Trypho, a Jew
Chapter LXXX.-The Opinion of Justin with Regard to the Reign of a Thousand Years. Several
Catholics Reject It.
And Trypho to this replied, "I remarked to you sir, that you are very anxious to be safe in all respects,
since you cling to the Scriptures. But tell me, do you really admit that this place, Jerusalem, shall be
rebuilt; or have you given way, and admitted this in order to have the appearance of worsting us in the
controversies? "
Then I answered, "I am not so miserable a fellow, Trypho, as to say one thing and think another. As you
assuredly are aware; but, on the other hand, I signified to you that many who belong to the pure and
pious faith, and are true Christians, think otherwise. Moreover, I pointed out to you that some who are
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called Christians, but are godless, impious heretics, teach doctrines that are in every way blasphemous,
atheistical, and foolish. But that you may know that I do not say this before you alone, I shall draw up a
statement, so far as I can, of all the arguments which have passed between us; in which I shall record
myself as admitting the very same things which I admit to you. For I choose to follow not men or men's
doctrines, but God and the doctrines [delivered] by Him. For if you have fallen in with some who are
called Christians, but who do not admit this [truth], and venture to blaspheme the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; who say there is no resurrection of the dead, and that their
souls, when they die, are taken to heaven; do not imagine that they are Christians, even as one, if he
would rightly consider it, would not admit that the Sadducees, or similar sects of Genistae, Meristae,
Galilaeans, Hellenists, Pharisees, Baptists, are Jews (do not hear me impatiently when I tell you what I
think), but are [only] called Jews and children of Abraham, worshipping God with the lips, as God
Himself declared, but the heart was far from Him.
But I and others, who are right-minded Christians on all points, are assured that there will be a
resurrection of the dead, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned, and
enlarged, [as] the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare.
Comment: It appears that he sees the Christian hope of resurrection as taking place just prior to the
thousand years -- as he explains in the next chapter and other excerpts.

Chapter LXXXI.-He Endeavours to Prove This Opinion from Isaiah and the Apocalypse.
"For Isaiah spake thus concerning this space of a thousand years: `For there shall be the new heaven
and the new earth, and the former shall not be remembered, or come into their heart; but they shall find
joy and gladness in it, which things I create. For, Behold, I make Jerusalem a rejoicing, and My people a
joy; and I shall rejoice over Jerusalem, and be glad over My people. And the voice of weeping shall be
no more heard in her, or the voice of crying. And there shall be no more there a person of immature
years, or an old man who shall not fulfil his days. For the young man shall be an hundred years old; but
the sinner who dies an hundred years old, he shall be accursed. And they shall build houses, and shall
themselves inhabit them; and they shall plant vines, and shall themselves eat the produce of them, and
drink the wine. They shall not build, and others inhabit; they shall not plant, and others eat. For according
to the days of the tree of life shall be the days of my people; the works of their toil shall abound. Mine
elect shall not toil fruitlessly, or beget children to be cursed; for they shall be a seed righteous and blessed
by the Lord, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call I will hear;
while they are still speaking, I shall say, What is it? Then shall the wolves and the lambs feed together,
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent [shall eat] earth as bread. They shall not hurt or
maltreat each other on the holy mountain, saith the Lord.'
Now we have understood that the expression used among these words, `According to the days of the
tree [of life] shall be the days of my people; the works of their toil shall abound' obscurely predicts a
thousand years. For as Adam was told that in the day he ate of the tree he would die, we know that he
did not complete a thousand years. We have perceived, moreover, that the expression, `The day of the
Lord is as a thousand years, ' is connected with this subject. And further, there was a certain man with
us, whose name was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a revelation that was made
to him, that those who believed in our Christ would dwell a thousand years in Jerusalem; and that
thereafter the general, and, in short, the eternal resurrection and judgment of all men would likewise take
place. Just as our Lord also said, `They shall neither marry nor be given in marriage, but shall be equal to
the angels, the children of the God of the resurrection.'
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Chapter LII.-Jacob Predicted Two Advents of Christ.
"And it was prophesied by Jacob the patriarch that there would be two advents of Christ, and that in the
first He would suffer, and that after He came there would be neither prophet nor king in your nation (I
proceeded), and that the nations who believed in the suffering Christ would look for His future
appearance. And for this reason the Holy Spirit had uttered these truths in a parable, and obscurely: for,"
I added, "it is said, `Judah, thy brethren have praised thee: thy hands [shall be] on the neck of thine
enemies; the sons of thy father shall worship thee. Judah is a lion's whelp; from the germ, my son, thou art
sprung up. Reclining, he lay down like a lion, and like [a lion's] whelp: who shall raise him up? A ruler
shall not depart from Judah, or a leader from his thighs, until that which is laid up in store for him shall
come; and he shall be the desire of nations, binding his foal to the vine, and the foal of his ass to the
tendril of the vine. He shall wash his garments in wine, and his vesture in the blood of the grape. His eyes
shall be bright with wine, and his teeth white like milk.'
Moreover, that in your nation there never failed either prophet or ruler, from the time when they began
until the time when this Jesus Christ appeared and suffered, you will not venture shamelessly to assert,
nor can you prove it. For though you affirm that Herod, after whose [reign] He suffered, was an
Ashkelonite, nevertheless you admit that there was a high priest in your nation; so that you then had one
who presented offerings according to the law of Moses, and observed the other legal ceremonies; also
[you had] prophets in succession until John, (even then, too, when your nation was carried captive to
Babylon, when your land was ravaged by war, and the sacred vessels carried off); there never failed to
be a prophet among you, who was lord, and leader, and ruler of your nation. For the Spirit which was in
the prophets anointed your kings, and established them. But after the manifestation and death of our
Jesus Christ in your nation, there was and is nowhere any prophet: nay, further, you ceased to exist under
your own king, your land was laid waste, and forsaken like a lodge in a vineyard; and the statement of
Scripture, in the mouth of Jacob, `And He shall be the desire of nations, 'meant symbolically His two
advents, and that the nations would believe in Him; which facts you may now at length discern. For those
out of all the nations who are pious and righteous through the faith of Christ, look for His future
appearance.

Chapter CIX.-The Conversion of the Gentiles Has Been Predicted by Micah.
"But that the Gentiles would repent of the evil in which they led erring lives, when they heard the doctrine
preached by His apostles from Jerusalem, and which they learned through them, suffer me to show you
by quoting a short statement from the prophecy of Micah, one of the twelve [minor prophets]. This is as
follows: `And in the last days the mountain of the Lord shall be manifest, established on the top of the
mountains; it shall be exalted above the hills, arid people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall go,
and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and they
shall enlighten us in His way, and we shall walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among many peoples, and shall rebuke strong
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into sickles: nation
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. And each man shall sit under
his vine and under his fig tree; and there shall be none to terrify: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath
spoken it. For all people will walk in the name of their gods; but we will walk in the name of the Lord our
God for ever. And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will assemble her that is afflicted, and gather
her that is driven out, and whom I had plagued; and I shall make her that is afflicted a remnant, and her
that is oppressed a strong nation. And the Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion from henceforth, and
even for ever.'"
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Chapter CX.-A Portion of the Prophecy Already Fulfilled in the Christians: the Rest
Shall Be Fulfilled at the Second Advent.
And when I had finished these words, I continued: "Now I am aware that your teachers, sirs, admit the
whole of the words of this passage to refer to Christ; and I am likewise aware that they maintain He has
not yet come; or if they say that He has come, they assert that it is not known who He is; but when He
shall become manifest and glorious, then it shall be known who He is. And then, they say, the events
mentioned in this passage shall happen, just as if there was no fruit as yet from the words of the
prophecy. O unreasoning men! understanding not what has been proved by all these passages, that two
advents of Christ have been announced: the one, in which He is set forth as suffering, inglorious,
dishonoured, and crucified; but the other, in which He shall come from heaven with glory, when the man
of apostasy, who speaks strange things against the Most High, shall venture to do unlawful deeds on the
earth against us the Christians, who, having learned the true worship of God from the law, and the word
which went forth from Jerusalem by means of the apostles of Jesus, have fled for safety to the God of
Jacob and God of Israel; and we who were filled with war, and mutual slaughter, and every wickedness,
have each through the whole earth changed our warlike weapons,-our swords into ploughshares, and our
spears into implements of tillage, and we cultivate piety, righteousness, philanthropy, faith, and hope,
which we have from the Father Himself through Him who was crucified; and sitting each under his vine,
i.e., each man possessing his own married wife.
For you are aware that the prophetic word says, `And his wife shall be like a fruitful vine.' Now it is
evident that no one can terrify or subdue us who have believed in Jesus over all the world. For it is plain
that, though beheaded, and crucified, and thrown to wild beasts, and chains, and fire, and all other kinds
of torture, we do not give up our confession; but the more such things happen, the more do others and in
larger numbers become faithful, and worshippers of God through the name of Jesus. For Just as if one
should cut away the fruit-bearing parts of a vine, it grows up again, and yields other branches flourishing
and fruitful; even so the same thing happens with us. For the vine planted by God and Christ the Saviour
is His people. But the rest of the prophecy shall be fulfilled at His second coming. For the expression,
`He that is afflicted [and driven out], 'i.e., from the world, [implies] that, so far as you and all other men
have it in your power, each Christian has been driven out not only from his own property, but even from
the whole world; for you permit no Christian to live. But you say that the same fate has befallen your own
nation. Now, if you have been cast out after defeat in battle, you have suffered such treatment justly
indeed, as all the Scriptures bear witness; but we, though we have done no such [evil acts] after we knew
the truth of God, are testified to by God, that, together with the most righteous, and only spotless and
sinless Christ, we are taken away out of the earth. For Isaiah cries, `Behold how the righteous perishes,
and no man lays it to heart; and righteous men are taken away, and no man considers it.'

4. Shepherd of Hermas (2nd century AD)
Vision Fourth
Concerning the Trial and Tribulation that are to Come Upon Men.
Chapter I.
Twenty days after the former vision I saw another vision, brethren - a representation of the
tribulation that is to come. I was going to a country house along the Campanian road. Now the
house lay about ten furlongs from the public road. The district is one rarely traversed. And as I walked
alone, I prayed the Lord to complete the revelations which He had made to me through His holy Church,
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that He might strengthen me, and give repentance to all His servants who were going astray, that His
great and glorious name might be glorified because He vouchsafed to show me His marvels. And while I
was glorifying Him and giving Him thanks, a voice, as it were, answered me, "Doubt not, Hermas; "and I
began to think with myself, and to say, "What reason have I to doubt-I who have been established by the
Lord, and who have seen such glorious sights? "I advanced a little, brethren, and, lo! I see dust rising
even to the heavens. I began to say to myself, "Are cattle approaching and raising the dust? "It was about
a furlong's distance from me. And, lo! I see the dust rising more and more, so that I imagined that it was
something sent from God. But the sun now shone out a little, and, lo! I see a mighty beast like a whale,
and out of its mouth fiery locusts proceeded. But the size of that beast was about a hundred feet, and it
had a head like an urn. I began to weep, and to call on the Lord to rescue me from it. Then I
remembered the word which I had heard, "Doubt not, O Hermas." Clothed, therefore, my brethren, with
faith in the Lord and remembering the great things which He had taught me, I boldly faced the beast.
Now that beast came on with such noise and force, that it could itself have destroyed a city. I came near
it, and the monstrous beast stretched itself out on the ground, and showed nothing but its tongue, and did
not stir at all until I had passed by it. Now the beast had four colours on its head-black, then fiery and
bloody, then golden, and lastly white.

Chapter II.
Now after I had passed by the wild beast, and had moved forward about thirty feet, lo! a virgin meets
me, adorned as if she were proceeding from the bridal chamber, clothed entirely in white, and with white
sandals, and veiled up to her forehead, and her head was covered by a hood. And she had white hair. I
knew from my former visions that this was the Church, and I became more joyful. She saluted me, and
said, "Hail, O man!" And I returned her salutation, and said, "Lady, hail!" And she answered. and said to
me, "Has nothing crossed your path? "I say, "I was met by a beast of such a size that it could destroy
peoples, but through the power of the Lord and His great mercy I escaped from it." "Well did you
escape from it," says she, "because you cast your care on God, and opened your heart to the Lord,
believing that you can be saved by no other than by His great and glorious name. On this account the
Lord has sent His angel, who has rule over the beasts, and whose name is Thegri, and has shut up its
mouth, so that it cannot tear you. You have escaped from great tribulation on account of your faith, and
because you did not doubt in the presence of such a beast. Go, therefore, and tell the elect of the Lord
His mighty deeds, and say to them that this beast is a type of the great tribulation that is coming. If then ye
prepare yourselves, and repent with all your heart, and turn to the Lord, it will be possible for you to
escape it, if your heart be pure and spotless, and ye spend the rest of the days of your life in serving the
Lord blamelessly. Cast your cares upon the Lord, and He will direct them. Trust the Lord, ye who
doubt, for He is all-powerful, and can turn His anger away from you, and send scourges on the doubters.
Woe to those who hear these words, and despise them: better were it for them not to have been born."
Comment: It seems that Hermas sees deliverance from "the great tribulation that is coming"
as a deliverance while going through it rather than a removal from the earth prior to its
inception. In fact, there is no hint at all of a removal or rapture PRIOR to this great
tribulation.
Chapter III.
I asked her about the four colours which the beast had on his head. And she answered, and said to me,
"Again you are inquisitive in regard to such matters." "Yea, Lady," said I, "make known to me what they
are." "Listen," said she: "the black is the world in which we dwell: but the fiery and bloody points out that
the world must perish through blood and fire: but the golden part are you who have escaped from this

Page 54

world. For as gold is tested by fire, and thus becomes useful, so are you tested who dwell in it. Those,

therefore, who continue stedfast, and are put through the fire, will be purified by
means of it. For as gold casts away its dross, so also will ye cast away all sadness
and straitness, and will be made pure so as to fit into the building of the tower. But
the white part is the age that is to come, in which the elect of God will dwell, since
those elected by God to eternal life will be spotless and pure. Wherefore cease not
speaking these things into the ears of the saints. This then is the type of the great
tribulation that is to come. If ye wish it, it will be nothing. Remember those things which
were written down before." And saying this, she departed. But I saw not into what place she retired.
There was a noise, however, and I turned round in alarm, thinking that that beast was coming.

Vision Second
Again, of His Neglect in Chastising His Talkative Wife and His Lustful Sons, and of His Character.
Chapter I.
As I was going to the country1 about the same time as on the previous year, in my walk I recalled to
memory the vision of that year. And again the Spirit carried me away, and took me to the same place
where I had been the year before. On coming to that place, I bowed my knees and began to pray to the
Lord, and to glorify His name, because He had deemed me worthy, and had made known to me my
former sins. On rising from prayer, I see opposite me that old woman, whom I had seen the year before,
walking and reading some book. And she says to me, "Can you carry a report of these things to the elect
of God? "I say to her, "Lady, so much I cannot retain in my memory, but give me the book and I shall
transcribe it." "Take it," says she, "and you will give it back to me." Thereupon I took it, and going away
into a certain part of the country, I transcribed the whole of it letter by letter; but the syllables of it I did
not catch. No sooner, however, had I finished the writing of the book, than all of a sudden it was
snatched from my hands; but who the person was that snatched it, I saw not.

Chapter II.
Fifteen days after, when I had fasted and prayed much to the Lord, the knowledge of the writing was
revealed to me. Now the writing was to this effect: "Your seed, O Hermas, has sinned against God, and
they have blasphemed against the Lord, and in their great wickedness they have betrayed their parents.
And they passed as traitors of their parents, and by their treachery did they not reap profit. And even
now they have added to their sins lusts and iniquitous pollutions, and thus their iniquities have, been filled
up. But make known these words to all your children, and to your wife, who is to be your sister. For she
does not restrain her tongue, with which she commits iniquity; but, on hearing these words, she will
control herself, and will obtain mercy. For after you have made known to them these words which my
Lord has commanded me to reveal to you, then shall they be forgiven all the sins which in former times
they committed, and forgiveness will be granted to all the saints who have sinned even to the present day,
if they repent with all their heart, and drive all doubts from their minds. For the Lord has sworn by His
glory, in regard to His elect, that if any one of them sin after a certain day which has been fixed, he shall
not be saved. For the repentance of the righteous has limits. Filled up are the days of repentance to all the
saints; but to the heathen, repentance will be possible even to the last day. You will tell, therefore, those
who preside over the Church, to direct their ways in righteousness, that they may receive in full the
promises with great glory. Stand stedfast, therefore, ye who work righteousness, and doubt not, that your
passage may be with the holy angels. Happy ye who endure the great tribulation that is coming on, and
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happy they who shall not deny their own life. For the Lord hath sworn by His Son, that those who denied
their Lord have abandoned their life in despair, for even now these are to deny Him in the days that are
coming. To those who denied in earlier times, God became gracious, on account of His exceeding tender
mercy."

5. The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (early 2nd century AD)
Book One
Section 16
1 "Watch" over your life: "let your lamps" be not quenched "and your loins" be not ungirded, but be
"ready," for ye know not "the hour in which our Lord cometh."
2 But be frequently gathered together seeking the things which are profitable for your souls, for the
whole time of your faith shall not profit you except ye be found perfect at the last time;
3 for in the last days the false prophets and the corrupters shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be
turned into wolves, and love shall change to hate;
4 for as lawlessness increaseth they shall hate one another and persecute and betray, and then shall
appear the deceiver of the world as a Son of God, and shall do signs and wonders and the earth shall be
given over into his hands and he shall commit iniquities which have never been since the world began.
5 Then shall the creation of mankind come to the fiery trial and "many shall be offended" and be lost, but
"they who endure" in their faith "shall be saved" by the curse itself.
6 And "then shall appear the signs" of the truth. First the sign spread out in Heaven, then the sign of the
sound of the trumpet, and thirdly the resurrection of the dead:
7 but not of all the dead, but as it was said, "The Lord shall come and all his saints with him." 8 Then
shall the world "see the Lord coming on the clouds of Heaven."
BOOK 1 (from: Apostolic Fathers, Kirsopp Lake, 1912 (Loeb Classical Library))
Comment: The warning (section 1, "watch") is to Christians in view of the future arrival of
the "deceiver," after which will be the signs in the heaven and then the resurrection.

6. Irenaeus (2nd century)
Chapter XXVI.- John and Daniel Have Predicted the Dissolution and Desolation of the Roman
Empire, Which Shall Precede the End of the World and the Eternal Kingdom of Christ. The
Gnostics are Refuted, Those Tools of Satan, Who Invent Another Father Different from the
Creator.
1. In a still clearer light has John, in the Apocalypse, indicated to the Lord's disciples what shall happen
in the last times, and concerning the ten kings who shall then arise, among whom the empire which now
rules [the earth] shall be partitioned. He teaches us what the ten horns shall be which were seen by
Daniel, telling us that thus it had been said to him: "And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings,
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who have received no kingdom as yet, but shall receive power as if kings one hour with the beast. These
have one mind, and give their strength and power to the beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, and
the Lamb shall overcome them, because He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings." It is manifest,
therefore, that of these [potentates], he who is to come shall slay three, and subject the remainder to his
power, and that he shall be himself the eighth among them. And they shall lay Babylon waste, and burn
her with fire, and shall give their kingdom to the beast, and put the Church to flight. After that they shall
be destroyed by the coming of our Lord. For that the kingdom must be divided, and thus come to ruin,
the Lord [declares when He] says: "Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and
every city or house divided against itself shall not stand." It must be, therefore, that the kingdom, the city,
and the house be divided into ten; and for this reason He has already foreshadowed the partition and
division [which shall take place]. Daniel also says particularly, that the end of the fourth kingdom consists
in the toes of the image seen by Nebuchadnezzar, upon which came the stone cut out without hands; and
as he does himself say: "The feet were indeed the one part iron, the other part clay, until the stone was
cut out without hands, and struck the image upon the iron and clay feet, and dashed them into pieces,
even to the end." Then afterwards, when interpreting this, he says: "And as thou sawest the feet and the
toes, partly indeed of clay, and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided, and there shall be in it a root
of iron, as thou sawest iron mixed with baked clay. And the toes were indeed the one part iron, but the
other part clay." The ten toes, therefore, are these ten kings, among whom the kingdom shall be
partitioned, of whom some indeed shall be strong and active, or energetic; others, again, shall be sluggish
and useless, and shall not agree; as also Daniel says: "Some part of the kingdom shall be strong, and part
shall be broken from it. As thou sawest the iron mixed with the baked clay, there shall be minglings
among the human race, but no cohesion one with the other, just as iron cannot be welded on to pottery
ware." And since an end shall take place, he says: "And in the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven raise up a kingdom which shall never decay, and His kingdom shall not be left to another people.
It shall break in pieces and shatter all kingdoms, and shall itself be exalted for ever. As thou sawest that
the stone was cut without hands from the mountain, and brake in pieces the baked clay, the iron, the
brass, the silver, and the gold, God has pointed out to the king what shall come to pass after these things;
and the dream is true, and the interpretation trustworthy."

Chapter XXX.-Although Certain as to the Number of the Name of Antichrist, Yet We Should
Come to No Rash Conclusions as to the Name Itself, Because This Number is Capable of
Being Fitted to Many Names.
Reasons for This Point Being Reserved by the Holy Spirit. Antichrist's Reign and Death.
4. But he indicates the number of the name now, that when this man comes we may avoid him, being
aware who he is: the name, however, is suppressed, because it is not worthy of being proclaimed by the
Holy Spirit. For if it had been declared by Him, he (Antichrist) might perhaps continue for a long period.
But now as "he was, and is not, and shall ascend out of the abyss, and goes into perdition," as one who
has no existence; so neither has his name been declared, for the name of that which does not exist is not
proclaimed. But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all things in this world, he will reign for three
years and six months, and sit in the temple at Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from heaven in the
clouds, in the glory of the Father, sending this man and those who follow him into the lake of fire; but
bringing in for the righteous the times of the kingdom, that is, the rest, the hallowed seventh day; and
restoring to Abraham the promised inheritance, in which kingdom the Lord declared, that "many coming
from the east and from the west should sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob."

Chapter XXXIV.-He Fortifies His Opinions with Regard to the Temporal and Earthly
Kingdom of the Saints After Their Resurrection, by the Various Testimonies of Isaiah, Ezekiel,
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Jeremiah, and Daniel; Also by the Parable of the Servants Watching, to Whom the Lord
Promised that He Would Minister.
3. Now, that the promises were not announced to the prophets and the fathers alone, but to the
Churches united to these from the nations, whom also the Spirit terms "the islands" (both because they
are established in the midst of turbulence, suffer the storm of blasphemies, exist as a harbour of safety to
those in peril, and are the refuge of those who love the height [of heaven], and strive to avoid Bythus, that
is, the depth of error), Jeremiah thus declares: "Hear the word of the Lord, ye nations, and declare it to
the isles afar off; say ye, that the Lord will scatter Israel, He will gather him, and keep him, as one feeding
his flock of sheep. For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and rescued him from the hand of one stronger
than he. And they shall come and rejoice m Mount Zion, and shall come to what is good, and into a land
of wheat, and wine, and fruits, of animals and of sheep; and their soul shall be as a tree bearing fruit, and
they shall hunger no more. At that time also shall the virgins rejoice in the company of the young men: the
old men, too, shall be glad, and I will turn their sorrow into joy; and I will make them exult, and will
magnify them, and satiate the souls of the priests the sons of Levi; and my people shall be satiated with
my goodness." Now, in the preceding book I have shown that all the disciples of the Lord are Levites
and priests, they who used in the temple to profane the Sabbath, but are blameless. Promises of such a
nature, therefore, do indicate in the clearest manner the feasting of that creation in the kingdom of the
righteous, which God promises that He will Himself serve.

Chapter XXXV.-He Contends that These Testimonies Already Alleged Cannot Be
Understood Allegorically of Celestial Blessings, But that They Shall Have Their Fulfilment
After the Coming of Antichrist, and the Resurrection, in the Terrestrial Jerusalem. To the
Former Prophecies He Subjoins Others Drawn from Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the Apocalypse of
John.
1. If, however, any shall endeavour to allegorize [prophecies] of this kind, they shall not be found
consistent with themselves in all points, and shall be confuted by the teaching of the very expressions [in
question]. For example: "When the cities" of the Gentiles "shall be desolate, so that they be not inhabited,
and the houses so that there shall be no men in them and the land shall be left desolate." "For, behold,"
says Isaiah, "the day of the Lord cometh past remedy, full of fury and wrath, to lay waste the city of the
earth, and to root sinners out of it." And again he says, "Let him be taken away, that he behold not the
glory of God." And when these things are done, he says, "God will remove men far away, and those that
are left shall multiply in the earth." "And they shall build houses, and shall inhabit them themselves: and
plant vineyards, and eat of them themselves." For all these and other words were unquestionably spoken
in reference to the resurrection of the just, which takes place after the coming of Antichrist, and the
destruction of all nations under his rule; in [the times of] which [resurrection] the righteous shall reign in
the earth, waxing stronger by the sight of the Lord: and through Him they shall become accustomed to
partake in the glory of God the Father, and shall enjoy in the kingdom intercourse and communion with
the holy angels, and union with spiritual beings; and [with respect to] those whom the Lord shall find in
the flesh, awaiting Him from heaven, and who have suffered tribulation, as well as escaped the hands of
the Wicked one. For it is in reference to them that the prophet says: "And those that are left shall multiply
upon the earth," And Jeremiah the prophet has pointed out, that as many believers as God has prepared
for this purpose, to multiply those left upon earth, should both be under the rule of the saints to minister to
this Jerusalem, and that [His] kingdom shall be in it, saying, "Look around Jerusalem towards the east,
and behold the joy which comes to thee from God Himself. Behold, thy sons shall come whom thou hast
sent forth: they shall come in a band from the east even unto the west, by the word of that Holy One,
rejoicing in that splendour which is from thy God. O Jerusalem, put off thy robe of mourning and of
affliction, and put on that beauty of eternal splendour from thy God. Gird thyself with the double garment
of that righteousness proceeding from thy God; place the mitre of eternal glory upon thine head. For God
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will show thy glory to the whole earth under heaven. For thy name shall for ever be called by God
Himself, the peace of righteousness and glory to him that worships God. Arise, Jerusalem, stand on high,
and look towards the east, and behold thy sons from the rising of the sun, even to the west, by the Word
of that Holy One, rejoicing in the very remembrance of God. For the footmen have gone forth from thee,
while they were drawn away by the enemy. God shall bring them in to thee, being borne with glory as the
throne of a kingdom. For God has decreed that every high mountain shall be brought low, and the eternal
hills, and that the valleys be filled, so that the surface of the earth be rendered smooth, that Israel, the
glory of God, may walk in safety. The woods, too, shall make shady places, and every sweet-smelling
tree shall be for Israel itself by the command of God. For God shall go before with joy in the light of His
splendour, with the pity and righteousness which proceeds from Him."
Comment: Iranaeus makes no reference to a resurrection or rapture prior to the arrival of
antichrist and since he has already clarified that he believes that the church will see the
persecution of the antichrist, as seen in the quoted chapters, it is suggested that in this chapter
as well, he views the church as part of the "resurrection of the just, which takes place after the
coming of Antichrist."

7. Tertullian (late 2nd century AD)
On the Resurrection of the Flesh
Chapter XXIV.-Other Passages Quoted from St. Paul, Which Categorically Assert the
Resurrection of the Flesh at the Final Judgment.
The character of these times learn, along with the Thessalonians. For we read: "How ye turned from
idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the
dead, even Jesus." And again: "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in
the presence of our Lord God, Jesus Christ, at His coming? " Likewise: "Before God, even our Father, at
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, with the whole company of His saints." He teaches them that they
must "not sorrow concerning them that are asleep," and at the same time explains to them the times of the
resurrection, saying, "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus shall God bring with Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of our Lord, shall not prevent them that are asleep. For the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we be ever with the Lord." What
archangel's voice, (I wonder), what trump of God is now heard, except it be, forsooth, in the
entertainments of the heretics? For, allowing that the word of the gospel may be called "the trump of
God," since it was still calling men, yet they must at that time either be dead as to the body, that they may
be able to rise again; and then how are they alive? Or else caught up into the clouds; and how then are
they here? "Most miserable," no doubt, as the apostle declared them, are they "who in this life only" shall
be found to have hope: they will have to be excluded while they are with premature haste seizing that
which is promised after this life; erring concerning the truth, no less than Phygellus and Hermogenes.
Hence it is that the Holy Ghost, in His greatness, foreseeing clearly all such interpretations as these,
suggests (to the apostle), in this very epistle of his to the Thessalonians, as follows: "But of the times and
the seasons, brethren, there is no necessity for my writing unto you. For ye yourselves know perfectly,
that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, `Peace, 'and `All things
are safe, 'then sudden destruction shall come upon them." Again, in the second epistle he addresses them
with even greater earnestness: "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
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and by our gathering together unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, nor be troubled, either by
spirit, or by word," that is, the word of false prophets, "or by letter," that is, the letter of false apostles,
"as if from us, as that the day of the Lord is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means. For that day
shall not come, unless indeed there first come a falling away," he means indeed of this present empire,
"and that man of sin be revealed," that is to say, Antichrist, "the son of perdition, who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God or religion; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, affirming
that he is God. Remember ye not, that when I was with you, I used to tell you these things? And now ye
know what detaineth, that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work;
only he who now hinders must hinder, until he be taken out of the way." What obstacle is there but the
Roman state, the falling away of which, by being scattered into ten kingdoms, shall introduce Antichrist
upon (its own ruins)? "And then shall be revealed the wicked one, whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming: even him whose coming is after
the working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish."

Chapter XXV.-St. John, in the Apocalypse, Equally Explicit in Asserting the Same
Great Doctrine.
In the Revelation of John, again, the order of these times is spread out to view, which "the souls of the
martyrs" are taught to wait for beneath the altar, whilst they earnestly pray to be avenged and judged:
(taught, I say, to wait), in order that the world may first drink to the dregs the plagues that await it out of
the vials of the angels, and that the city of fornication may receive from the ten kings its deserved doom,
and that the beast Antichrist with his false prophet may wage war on the Church of God; and that, after
the casting of the devil into the bottomless pit for a while, the blessed prerogative of the first resurrection
may be ordained from the thrones; and then again, after the consignment of him to the fire, that the
judgment of the final and universal resurrection may be determined out of the books. Since, then, the
Scriptures both indicate the stages of the last times, and concentrate the harvest of the Christian hope in
the very end of the world, it is evident, either that all which God promises to us receives its
accomplishment then, and thus what the heretics pretend about a resurrection here falls to the ground; or
else, even allowing that a confession of the mystery (of divine truth) is a resurrection, that there is, without
any detriment to this view, room for believing in that which is announced for the end. It moreover follows,
that the very maintenance of this spiritual resurrection amounts to a presumption in favour of the other
bodily resurrection; for if none were announced for that time, there would be fair ground for asserting
only this purely spiritual resurrection. Inasmuch, however, as (a resurrection) is proclaimed for the last
time, it is proved to be a bodily one, because there is no spiritual one also then announced. For why
make a second announcement of a resurrection of only one character, that is, the spiritual one, since this
ought to be undergoing accomplishment either now, without any regard to different times, or else then, at
the very conclusion of all the periods? It is therefore more competent for us even to maintain

a spiritual resurrection at the commencement of a life of faith, who acknowledge the
full completion thereof at the end of the world.
Chapter XLI.-The Dissolution of Our Tabernacle Consistent with the Resurrection
of Our Bodies.
It is still the same sentiment which he follows up in the passage in which he puts the recompense above
the sufferings: "for we know; "he says, "that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens; " in other words, owing to the fact that our
flesh is undergoing dissolution through its sufferings, we shall be provided with a home in heaven. He
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remembered the award (which the Lord assigns) in the Gospel: "Blessed are they who are persecuted for
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Yet, when he thus contrasted the recompense
of the reward, he did not deny the flesh's restoration; since the recompense is due to the same substance
to which the dissolution is attributed,-that is, of course, the flesh. Because, however, he had called the
flesh a house, he wished elegantly to use the same term in his comparison of the ultimate reward;
promising to the very house, which undergoes dissolution through suffering, a better house through the
resurrection. Just as the Lord also promises us many mansions as of a house in His Father's home;
although this may possibly be understood of the domicile of this world, on the dissolution of whose fabric
an eternal abode is promised in heaven, inasmuch as the following context, having a manifest reference to
the flesh, seems to show that these preceding words have no such reference. For the apostle makes

a distinction, when he goes on to say, "For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven, if so be that being clothed we
shall not be found naked; " which means, before we put off the garment of the flesh,
we wish to be clothed with the celestial glory of immortality. Now the privilege of
this favour awaits those who shall at the coming of the Lord be found in the flesh,
and who shall, owing to the oppressions of the time of Antichrist, deserve by an
instantaneous death, which is accomplished by a sudden change, to become
qualified to join the rising saints; as he writes to the Thessalonians: "For this we say
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we too shall ourselves be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord."

8. Cyprian (2nd century AD)
Treatise VII. On the Mortality.
1. Although in very many of you, dearly beloved brethren, there is a stedfast mind and a firm faith, and a
devoted spirit that is not disturbed at the frequency of this present mortality, but, like a strong and stable
rock, rather shatters the turbulent onsets of the world and the raging waves of time, while it is not itself
shattered, and is not overcome but tried by these temptations; yet because I observe that among the
people some, either through weakness of mind, or through decay of faith, or through the sweetness of this
worldly life, or through the softness of their sex, or what is of still greater account, through error from the
truth, are standing less steadily, and are not exerting the divine and unvanquished vigour of their heart, the
matter may not be disguised nor kept in silence, but as far as my feeble powers suffice with my full
strength, and with a discourse gathered from the Lord's lessons, the slothfulness of a luxurious disposition
must be restrained, and he who has begun to be already a man of God and of Christ, must be found
worthy of God and of Christ.
2. For he who wars for God, dearest brethren, ought to acknowledge himself as one who, placed in the
heavenly camp, already hopes for divine things, so that we may have no trembling at the storms and
whirlwinds of the world, and no disturbance, since the Lord had foretold that these would come. With
the exhortation of His fore-seeing word, instructing, and teaching, and preparing, and strengthening the
people of His Church for all endurance of things to come, He predicted and said that wars, and famines,
and earthquakes, and pestilences would arise in each place; and lest an unexpected and new dread of
mischiefs should shake us, He previously warned us that adversity would increase more and more in the
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last times. Behold, the very things occur which were spoken; and since those occur which were foretold
before, whatever things were promised will also follow; as the Lord Himself promises, saying, "But when
ye see all these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is at hand." The kingdom of God,
beloved brethren, is beginning to be at hand; the reward of life, and the rejoicing of eternal salvation, and
the perpetual gladness and possession lately lost of paradise, are now coming, with the passing away of
the world; already heavenly things are taking the place of earthly, and great things of small, and eternal
things of things that fade away. What room is there here for anxiety and solicitude? Who, in the midst of
these things, is trembling and sad, except he who is without hope and faith? For it is for him to fear death
who is not willing to go to Christ. It is for him to be unwilling to go to Christ who does not believe that he
is about to reign with Christ.
Comment: He applies the teaching of Matthew 24 ("But when ye see all these things come to
pass. . .") to the church.

Treatise IX. On the advantage of patience.
Comment: A very lengthy passage that extolls the virtues of patience and ultimately makes application
to the church's expectation of the return of Jesus, equating it with what has been taught throughout the
bible as ONE second coming.
10. Finally, we find that both patriarchs and prophets, and all the righteous men who in their preceding
likeness wore the figure of Christ, in the praise of their virtues were watchful over nothing more than that
they should preserve patience with a strong and stedfast equanimity. Thus Abel, who first initiated and
consecrated the origin of martyrdom, and the passion of the righteous man, makes no resistance nor
struggles against his fratricidal brother, but with lowliness and meekness he is patiently slain. Thus
Abraham, believing God, and first of all instituting the root and foundation of faith, when tried in respect
of his son, does not hesitate nor delay, but obeys the commands of God with all the patience of devotion.
And Isaac, prefigured as the likeness of the Lord's victim, when he is presented by his father for
immolation, is found patient. And Jacob, driven forth by his brother from his country, departs with
patience; and afterwards with greater patience, he suppliantly brings him back to concord with peaceful
gifts, when he is even more impious and persecuting. Joseph, sold by his brethren and sent away, not
only with patience pardons them, but even bountifully and mercifully bestows gratuitous supplies of corn
on them when they come to him. Moses is frequently contemned by an ungrateful and faithless people,
and almost stoned; and yet with gentleness and patience he entreats the Lord for those people. But in
David, from whom, according to the flesh, the nativity of Christ springs, how great and marvellous and
Christian is the patience, that he often had it in his power to be able to kill king Saul, who was
persecuting him and desiring to slay him; and yet, chose rather to save him when placed in his hand, and
delivered up to him, not repaying his enemy in turn, but rather, on the contrary, even avenging him when
slain! In fine, so many prophets were slain, so many martyrs were honoured with glorious deaths, who all
have attained to the heavenly crowns by the praise of patience. For the crown of sorrows and sufferings
cannot be received unless patience in sorrow and suffering precede it.
11. But that it may be more manifestly and fully known how useful and necessary patience is, beloved
brethren; let the judgment of God be pondered, which even in the beginning of the world and of the
human race, Adam, forgetful of the commandment, and a transgressor of the given law, received. Then
we shall know how patient in this life we ought to be who are born in such a state, that we labour here
with afflictions and contests. "Because," says He, "thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree of which alone I had charged thee that thou shouldest not eat, cursed shall be, the
ground in all thy works: in sorrow and in groaning shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns and
thistles shall it give forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the food of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
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eat thy bread, till thou return into the ground from which thou wast taken: for dust thou art, and to dust
shall thou go." We are all tied and bound with the chain of this sentence, until, death being expunged, we
depart from this life. In sorrow and groaning we must of necessity be all the days of our life: it is
necessary that we eat our bread with sweat and labour.
12. Whence every one of us, when he is born and received in the inn of this world, takes his beginning
from tears; and, although still unconscious and ignorant of all things, he knows nothing else in that very
earliest birth except to weep. By a natural foresight, the untrained soul laments the anxieties and labours
of the mortal life, and even in the beginning bears witness by its wails and groans to the storms of the
world which it is entering. For the sweat of the brow and labour is the condition of life so long as it lasts.
Nor can there be supplied any consolations to those that sweat and toil other than patience; which
consolations, while in this world they are fit and necessary for all men, are especially so for us who are
more shaken by the siege of the devil, who, daily standing in the battle-field, are wearied with the
wrestlings of an inveterate and skilful enemy; for us who, besides the various and continual battles of
temptations, must also in the contest of persecutions forsake our patrimonies, undergo imprisonment,
bear chains, spend our lives, endure the sword, the wild beasts, fires, crucifixions-in fine, all kinds of
torments and penalties, to be endured in the faith and courage of patience; as the Lord Himself instructs
us, and says, "These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. But in the world ye
shall have tribulation; yet be confident, for I have overcome the world." And if we who have renounced
the devil and the world, suffer the tribulations and mischiefs of the devil and the world with more
frequency and violence, how much more ought we to keep patience, wherewith as our helper and ally,
we may bear all mischievous things!
13. It is the wholesome precept of our Lord and Master: "He that endureth," saith He, "unto the end, the
same shall be saved; " and again, "If ye continue," saith He, "in my word, ye shall be truly my disciples;
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." We must endure and persevere, beloved
brethren, in order that, being admitted to the hope of truth and liberty, we may attain to the truth and
liberty itself; for that very fact that we are Christians is the substance of faith and hope. But that hope and
faith may attain to their result, there is need of patience. For we are not following after present glory, but
future, according to what Paul the apostle also warns us, and says, "We are saved by hope; but hope that
is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he hope for? But if we hope for that which we see
not, then do we by patience wait for it." Therefore, waiting and patience are needful, that we may fulfil
that which we have begun to be, and may receive that which we believe and hope for, according to
God's own showing. Moreover, in another place, the same apostle instructs the righteous and the doers
of good works, and them who lay up for themselves treasures in heaven with the increase of the divine
usury, that they also should be patient; and teaches them, saying, "Therefore, while we have time, let us
labour in that which is good unto all men, but especially to them who are of the household of faith. But let
us not faint in well-doing, for in its season we shall reap." He admonishes that no man should impatiently
faint in his labour, that none should be either called off or overcome by temptations and desist in the midst
of the praise and in the way of glory; and the things that are past perish, while those which have begun
cease to be perfect; as it is written, "The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in whatever
clay he shall transgress; " and again, "Hold that which thou hast, that another take not thy crown." Which
word exhorts us to persevere with patience and courage, so that he who strives towards the crown with
the praise now near at hand, may be crowned by the continuance of patience.
14. But patience, beloved brethren, not only, keeps watch over what is good, but it also repels what is
evil. In harmony with the Holy Spirit, and associated with what is heavenly and divine, it struggles with the
defence of its strength against the deeds of the flesh and the body, wherewith the soul is assaulted and
taken. Let us look briefly into a few things out of many, that from a few the rest also may be understood.
Adultery, fraud, manslaughter, are mortal crimes. Let patience be strong and stedfast in the heart; and
neither is the sanctified body and temple of God polluted by adultery, nor is the innocence dedicated to
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righteousness stained with the contagion of fraud; nor, after the Eucharist carried in it, is the hand spotted
with the sword and blood.
15. Charity is the bond of brotherhood, the foundation of peace, the holdfast and security of unity, which
is greater than both hope and faith, which excels both good works and martyrdoms, which will abide with
us always, eternal with God in the kingdom of heaven. Take from it patience; and deprived of it, it does
not endure. Take from it the substance of bearing and of enduring, and it continues with no roots nor
strength. The apostle, finally, when he would speak of charity, joined to it endurance and patience.
"Charity," he says, "is large-souled; charity is kind; charity envieth not, is not puffed up, is not provoked,
thinketh not evil; loveth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, beareth all things." Thence he
shows that it can tenaciously persevere, because it knows how to endure all things. And in another place:
"Forbearing one another," he says, "in love, using every effort to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace." He proved that neither unity nor peace could be kept unless brethren should cherish one another
with mutual toleration, and should keep the bond of concord by the intervention of patience.
16. What beyond;-that you should not swear nor curse; that you should not seek again your goods when
taken from you; that, when you receive a buffet, you should give your other cheek to the smiter; that you
should forgive a brother who sins against you, not only seven times, but seventy times seven times, but,
moreover, all his sins altogether; that you should love your enemies; that you should offer prayer for your
adversaries and persecutors? Can you accomplish these things unless you maintain the stedfastness of
patience and endurance? And this we see done in the case of Stephen, who, when he was slain by the
Jews with violence and stoning, did not ask for vengeance for himself, but for pardon for his murderers,
saying, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." It behoved the first martyr of Christ thus to be, who,
fore-running the martyrs that should follow him in a glorious death, was not only the preacher of the
Lord's passion, but also the imitator of His most patient gentleness. What shall I say of anger, of discord,
of strife, which things ought not to be found in a Christian? Let there be patience in the breast, and these
things cannot have place there; or should they try to enter, they are quickly excluded and depart, that a
peaceful abode may continue in the heart, where it delights the God of peace to dwell. Finally, the apostle
warns us, and teaches, saying: "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in whom ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption. Let all bitterness, and anger, and wrath, and clamour, and blasphemy, be put away from
you." For if the Christian have departed from rage and carnal contention as if from the hurricanes of the
sea, and have already begun to be tranquil and meek in the harbour of Christ, he ought to admit neither
anger nor discord within his breast, since he must neither return evil for evil, nor bear hatred.
17. And moreover, also, for the varied ills of the flesh, and the frequent and severe torments of the body,
wherewith the human race is daily wearied and harassed, patience is necessary. For since in that first
transgression of the commandment strength of body departed with immortality, and weakness came on
with death-and strength cannot be received unless when immortality also has been received-it behoves
us, in this bodily frailty and weakness, always to struggle and to fight. And this struggle and encounter
cannot be sustained but by the strength of patience. But as we are to be examined and searched out,
diverse sufferings are introduced; and a manifold kind of temptations is inflicted by the losses of property,
by the heats of fevers, by the torments of wounds, by the loss of those dear to us. Nor does anything
distinguish between the unrighteous and the righteous more, than that in affliction the unrighteous man
impatiently complains and blasphemes, while the righteous is proved by his patience, as it is written: "In
pain endure, and in thy low estate have patience; for gold and silver are tried in the fire."
18. Thus Job was searched out and proved, and was raised up to the very highest pinnacle of praise by
the virtue of patience. What darts of the devil were sent forth against him! what tortures were put in use!
The loss of his estate is inflicted, the privation of a numerous offspring is ordained for him. The master,
rich in estate, and the father, richer in children, is on a sudden neither master nor father! The wasting of
wounds is added; and, moreover, an eating pest of worms consumes his festering and wasting limbs. And
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that nothing at all should remain that Job did not experience in his trials, the devil arms his wife also,
making use of that old device of his wickedness, as if he could deceive and mislead all by women, even
as he did in the beginning of the world. And yet Job is not broken down by his severe and repeated
conflicts, nor the blessing of God withheld from being declared in the midst of those difficulties and trials
of his, by the victory of patience. Tobias also, who, after the sublime works of his justice and mercy, was
tried with the loss of his eyes, in proportion as he patiently endured his blindness, in that proportion
deserved greatly of God by the praise of patience.
19. And, beloved brethren, that the benefit of patience may still more shine forth, let us consider, on the
contrary, what mischief impatience may cause. For as patience is the benefit of Christ, so, on the other
hand, impatience is the mischief of the devil; and as one in whom Christ dwells and abides is found
patient, so he appears always impatient whose mind the wickedness of the devil possesses. Briefly let us
look at the very beginnings. The devil suffered with impatience that man was made in the image of God.
Hence he was the first to perish and to ruin others. Adam, contrary to the heavenly command with
respect to the deadly food, by impatience fell into death; nor did he keep the grace received from God
under the guardianship of patience. And in order that Cain should put his brother to death, he was
impatient of his sacrifice and gift; and in that Esau descended from the rights of the first-born to those of
the younger, he lost his priority by impatience for the pottage. Why was the Jewish people faithless and
ungrateful in respect of the divine benefits? Was it not the crime of impatience, that they first departed
from God? Not being able to bear the delays of Moses conferring with God, they dared to ask for
profane gods, that they might call the head of an ox and an earthen image leaders of their march; nor did
they ever desist from their impatience, until, impatient always of docility and of divine admonition, they
put to death their prophets and all the righteous men, and plunged even into the crime of the crucifixion
and bloodshedding of the Lord. Moreover, impatience makes heretics in the Church, and, after the
likeness of the Jews, drives them in opposition to the peace and charity of Christ as rebels, to hostile and
raging hatred. And, not at length to enumerate single cases, absolutely everything which patience, by its
works, builds up to glory, impatience casts down into ruin.
20. Wherefore, beloved brethren, having diligently pondered both the benefits of patience and the evils
of impatience, let us hold fast with full watchfulness the patience whereby we abide in Christ, that with
Christ we may attain to God; which patience, copious and manifold, is not restrained by narrow limits,
nor confined by strait boundaries. The virtue of patience is widely manifest, and its fertility and liberality
proceed indeed from a source of one name, but are diffused by overflowing streams through many ways
of glory; nor can anything in our actions avail for the perfection of praise, unless from this it receives the
substance of its perfection. It is patience which both commends and keeps us to God. It is patience, too,
which assuages anger, which bridles the tongue, governs the mind, guards peace, rules discipline, breaks
the force of lust, represses the violence of pride, extinguishes the fire of enmity, checks the power of the
rich, soothes the want of the poor, protects a blessed integrity in virgins, a careful purity in widows, in
those who are united and married a single affection. It makes men humble in prosperity, brave in
adversity, gentle towards wrongs and contempts. It teaches us quickly to pardon those who wrong us;
and if you yourself do wrong, to entreat long and earnestly. It resists temptations, suffers persecutions,
perfects passions and martyrdoms. It is patience which firmly fortifies the foundations of our faith. It is this
which lifts up on high the increase of our hope. It is this which directs our doing, that we may hold fast the
way of Christ while we walk by His patience. It is this that makes us to persevere as sons of God, while
we imitate our Father's patience.
21. But since I know, beloved brethren, that very many are eager, either on account of the burden or the
pain of smarting wrongs, to be quickly avenged of those who act harshly and rage against them, we must
not withhold the fact in the furthest particular, that placed as we are in the midst of these storms of a
jarring world, and, moreover, the persecutions both of Jews or Gentiles, and heretics, we may patiently
wait for the day of (God's) vengeance, and not hurry to revenge our suffering with a querulous haste,
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since it is written, "Wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, in the day of my rising up for a testimony; for my
judgment is to the congregations of the nations, that I may take hold on the kings, and pour out upon
them my fury." The Lord commands us to wait, and to bear with brave patience the day of future
vengeance; and He also speaks in the Apocalypse, saying, "Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book: for now the time is at hand for them that persevere in injuring to injure, and for him that is filthy to
be filthy still; but for him that is righteous to do things still more righteous, and likewise for him that is holy
to do things still more holy. Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to render to every man
according to his deeds." Whence also the martyrs, crying out and hastening with grief breaking forth to
their revenge, are bidden still to wait, and to give patience for the times to be fulfilled and the martyrs to
be completed. "And when He had opened," says he, "the fifth seal, I saw under the altar of God the souls
of them that were slain for the word of God, and for their testimony; and they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell
on the earth? And there were given to them each white robes; and it was said unto them that they should
rest yet for a little season, until the number of their fellow-servants and brethren is fulfilled, who
afterwards shall be slain after their example."
22. But when shall come the divine vengeance for the righteous blood, the Holy Spirit declares by
Malachi the prophet, saying, "Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, burning as an oven; and all the aliens
and all the wicked shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord." And this
we read also in the Psalms, where the approach of God the Judge is announced as worthy to be
reverenced for the majesty of His judgment: "God shall come manifest, our God, and shall not keep I
silence; a fire shall burn before Him, and round about Him a great tempest. He shall call the heaven
above, and the earth beneath, that He may separate His people. Gather His saints together unto Him,
who establish His covenant in sacrifices; and the heavens shall declare His righteousness, for God is the
Judge." And Isaiah foretells the same things, saying: "For, behold, the Lord shall come like a fire, and His
chariot as a storm, to render vengeance in anger; for in the fire of the Lord they shall be judged, and with
His sword shall they be wounded." And again: "The Lord God of hosts shall go forth, and shall crumble
the war to pieces; He shall stir up the battle, and shall cry out against His enemies with strength, I have
held my peace; shall I always hold my peace?"
23. But who is this that says that he has held his peace before, and will not hold his peace for ever?
Surely it is He who was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as a lamb before its shearer is without voice,
so He opened not His mouth. Surely it is He who did not cry, nor was His voice heard in the streets.
Surely He who was not rebellious, neither contradicted, when He offered His back to stripes, and His
cheeks to the palms of the hands; neither turned away His face from the foulness of spitting. Surely it is
He who, when He was accused by the priests and elders, answered nothing, and, to the wonder of
Pilate, kept a most patient silence. This is He who, although He was silent in His passion, yet by and by
will not be silent in His vengeance. This is our God, that is, not the God of all, but of the faithful and
believing; and He, when He shall come manifest in His second advent, will not be silent. For although He
came first shrouded in humility, yet He shall come manifest in power.
24. Let us wait for Him, beloved brethren, our Judge and Avenger, who shall equally avenge with
Himself the congregation of His Church, and the number of all the righteous from the beginning of the
world. Let him who hurries, and is too impatient for his revenge, consider that even He Himself is not yet
avenged who is the Avenger. God the Father ordained His Son to be adored; and the Apostle Paul,
mindful of the divine command, lays it down, and says: "God hath exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every name, that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things heavenly, and
things earthly, and things beneath." And in the Apocalypse the angel withstands John, who wishes to
worship him, and says: "See thou do it not; for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren. Worship
Jesus the Lord." How great is the Lord Jesus, and how great is His patience, that He who is adored in
heaven is not yet avenged on earth! Let us, beloved brethren, consider His patience in our persecutions
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and sufferings; let us give an obedience full of expectation to His advent; and let us not hasten, servants as
we are, to be defended before our Lord with irreligious and immodest eagerness. Let us rather press
onward and labour, and, watching with our whole heart, and stedfast to all endurance, let us keep the
Lord's precepts; so that when that day of anger and vengeance shall come, we may not be punished with
the impious and sinners, but may be honoured with the righteous and those that fear God.

9. Hyppolytus (2nd-3rd century AD)
Treatise on Christ and antichrist
60. Now, concerning the tribulation of the persecution which is to fall upon the Church from the
adversary, John also speaks thus: "And I saw a great and wondrous sign in heaven; a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. And she, being
with child, cries, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And the dragon stood before the woman
which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a
man-child, who is to rule all the nations: and the child was caught up unto God and to His throne. And the
woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath the place prepared of God, that they should feed her
there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. And then when the dragon saw it, he persecuted the
woman which brought forth the man-child. And to the woman were given two wings of the great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from
the face of the serpent. And the serpent cast (out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he
might cause her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and opened her
mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast) out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to make war with the saints of her seed, which keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus."(4)
61. By the woman then clothed with the sun," he meant most manifestly the Church, endued wth the
Father's word,(5) whose brightness is above the sun. And by the "moon under her feet" he referred to
her being adorned, like the moon, with heavenly glory. And the words, "upon her head a crown of twelve
stars," refer to the twelve apostles by whom the Church was founded. And those, "she, being with child,
cries, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered," mean that the Church will not cease to bear from her
heart(6) the Word that is persecuted by the unbelieving in the world. "And she brought forth," he says, "a
man-child, who is to rule all the nations;" by which is meant that the Church, always bringing forth Christ,
the perfect man-child of God, who is declared to be God and man, becomes the instructor of all the
nations. And the words, "her child was caught up unto God and to His throne," signify that he who is
always born of her is a heavenly king, and not an earthly; even as David also declared of old when he
said, "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at my right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool."(7) "And the dragon," he says, "saw and persecuted the woman which brought forth the
man-child. And to the woman were given two wings of the great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent."(8)
That refers to the one thousand two hundred and threescore days (the half of the week) during which the
tyrant is to reign and persecute the Church,(9) which flees from city to city, and seeks conceal-meat in
the wilderness among the mountains, possessed of no other defence than the two wings of the great
eagle, that is to say, the faith of Jesus Christ, who, in stretching forth His holy hands on the holy tree,
unfolded two wings, the right and the left, and called to Him all who believed upon Him, and covered
them as a hen her chickens. For by the mouth of Malachi also He speaks thus: "And unto you that fear
my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings."
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(4th century AD)10. The Constitutions of the Holy Apostles
Book VII
XXXI. Do you first ordain bishops worthy of the Lord, and presbyters and deacons, pious men,
righteous, meek, free from the love of money, lovers of truth, approved, holy, not accepters of persons,
who are able to teach the word of piety, and rightly dividing the doctrines of the Lord. And do ye honour
such as your fathers, as your lords, as your benefactors, as the causes of your well-being. Reprove ye
one another, not in anger, but in mildness, with kindness and peace. Observe all things that are
commanded you by the Lord. Be watchful for your life. "Let your loins be girded about, and your lights
burning, and ye like unto men who wait for their Lord, when He will come, at even, or in the morning, or
at cock-crowing, or at midnight. For at what hour they think not, the Lord will come; and if they open to
Him, blessed are those servants, because they were found watching. For He will gird Himself, and will
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them." Watch therefore, and pray, that ye
do not sleep unto death. For your former good deeds will not profit you, if at the last part of your life you
go astray from the true faith.
A Prediction Concerning Futurities.
XXXII. For in the last days false prophets shall be multiplied, and such as corrupt the word; and the
sheep shall be changed into wolves, and love into hatred: for through the abounding of iniquity the love of
many shall wax cold. For men shall hate, and persecute, and betray one another. And then shall

appear the deceiver of the world, the enemy of the truth, the prince of lies, whom the
Lord Jesus "shall destroy with the spirit of His mouth, who takes away the wicked
with His lips; and many shall be offended at Him. But they that endure to the end, the
same shall be saved. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven;"
and afterwards shall be the voice of a trumpet by the archangel; and in that interval
shall be the revival of those that were asleep. And then shall the Lord come, and all
His saints with Him, with a great concussion above the clouds, with the angels of His
power, in the throne of His kingdom, to condemn the devil, the deceiver of the
world, and to render to every one according to his deeds. "Then shall the wicked go away
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous shall go into life eternal," to inherit those things "which eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man, such things as God hath prepared
for them that love Him; " and they shall rejoice in the kingdom of God, which is in Christ Jesus. Since we
are vouchsafed such great blessings from Him, let us become His suppliants, and call upon Him by
continual prayer, and say:

11. Victorinus: Commentary on the Apocalypse ( 4th century
AD)
From the Seventh Chapter.
2. "And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God."

He speaks of Elias the prophet, who is the precursor of the times of Antichrist, for
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the restoration and establishment of the churches from the great and intolerable
persecution. We read that these things are predicted in the opening of the Old and New Testament;
for He says by Malachi: "Lo, I will send to you Elias the Tishbite, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, according to the time of calling, to recall the Jews to the faith of the people that succeed them."
And to that end He shows, as we have said, that the number of those that shall believe, of the Jews and
of the nations, is a great multitude which no man was able to number. Moreover, we read in the Gospel
that the prayers of the Church are sent from heaven by an angel, and that they are received against wrath,
and that the kingdom of Antichrist is cast out and extinguished by holy angels; for He says: "Pray that ye
enter not into temptation: for there shall be a great affliction, such as has not been from the beginning of
the world; and except the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved." Therefore He shall
send these seven great archangels to smite the kingdom of Antichrist; for He Himself also thus said: "Then
the Son of man shall send His messengers; and they shall gather together His elect from the four corners
of the wind, from the one end of heaven even to the other end thereof." For, moreover, He previously
says by the prophet: "Then shall there be peace for our land, when there shall arise in it seven shepherds
and eight attacks of men; and they shall encircle Assur," that is, Antichrist, "in the trench of Nimrod," that
is, in the nation of the devil, by the spirit of the Church. Similarly when the keepers of the house shall be
moved. Moreover, the Lord Himself, in the parable to the apostles, when the labourers had come to Him
and said, "Lord, did not we sow good seed in Thy field? whence, then, hath it tares? answered them, An
enemy hath done this. And they said to Him, Lord, wilt Thou, then, that we go and root them up? And
He said, Nay, but let both grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the
reapers, that they gather the tares and make bundles of them, and burn them with fire everlasting, but that
they gather the wheat into my barns." The Apocalypse here shows, therefore, that these reapers, and
shepherds, and labourers, are the angels. And the trumpet is the word of power. And although the same
thing recurs in the phials, still it is not said as if it occurred twice, but because what is decreed by the
Lord to happen shall be once for all; for this cause it is said twice. What, therefore, He said too little in
the trumpets, is here found in the phials. We must not regard the order of what is said, because frequently
the Holy Spirit, when He has traversed even to the end of the last times, returns again to the same times,
and fills up what He had before failed to say. Nor must we look for order in the Apocalypse; but we
must follow the meaning of those things which are prophesied. Therefore in the trumpets and phials is
signified either the desolation of the plagues that are sent upon the earth, or the madness of Antichrist
himself, or the cutting off of the peoples, or the diversity of the plagues, or the hope in the kingdom of the
saints, or the ruin of states, or the great overthrow of Babylon, that is, the Roman state.
9. "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man was able to number, of every nation,
tribe, and people, and tongue, clothed with white robes." What the great multitude out of every tribe
implies, is to show the number of the elect out of all believers, who, being cleansed by baptism in the
blood of the Lamb, have made their robes white, keeping the grace which they have received.

end of study XII
STUDY XIII
by Richard Merrell
PO Box 107 Wentworth Falls NSW Australia 2782
THE PRACTICE OF THE OCCULT IS FORBIDDEN IN SCRIPTURE
The occult in this case refers to divinination, calling up the dead, the practice of withcraft, astrology,
clairvoyance, seances, dealing with those who have a familiar spirit, etc.
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This is not to be confused with the work of the Holy Spirit and the gifts given to christians for the
edification of the church. The first is by the work of unclean spirits, the second by the Spirit of God, the
HOLY spirit.
Christians have an ORACLE, wherein we enter by the precious blood of Jesus, even into heaven itself,
we enter by a living way through the body of Jesus that we might obtain help, and that we might worship
therein, by the spirit which God has given to us. This is the 'promise of the father' the baptism of holy
spirit which alone is given by Jesus.
Therefore Christians are not to get involved in any area of the occult as described above, but seek unto
God in prayer, at the holy oracle, the word of God was given by the hands of angels. For christians to
enquire of those who are mediums and astrologers is a wickedness. refer to the texts below. God is the
God of the living, the God of Abraham, Issac and Jacob
UFO's
UFO's are also in the spotlight, they are incursions from the heavenlies into the world of material I
believe. We have the precedent set in Genesis where it is recorded that angels came down from heaven
and mated with the 'daughters of men' and gaints were the offspring. These angels God has 'cast down to
hell,' the Greek word translated thus is tartarus, and these angels are reserved in chains in darkness 'til the
judgement, they ' kept not their 'first estate' or form, they left heaven, came to earth and did that which
was wicked, see Jude 6; 2 Peter 2;4. There are NO other life forms from other planets, but there are
angelic majesties in the heavens, for Paul's epistle to the Ephesians makes that plain enough, " For we do
NOT wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." The way to stand
against these powers is to be clothed with the whole ARMOUR OF GOD... see vss 13-18. Those who
believe that there are other 'worlds' like to quote Hebrews 1:2, " has in these last days spoken to us by
His Son, whom he has appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds." the word
'worlds' is a bad translation, it is the Greek 'aeons' therefore should have been translated 'AGES,'at
Matthew 28:20; Jesus declares "lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 'world' ie age, (Greek
eon).
I DO NOT DENY PEOPLE HAVE SEEN THINGS
Just as it would be foolish for me to deny possession by unclean spirits, when I declare that those who
believe on Jesus as Lord and Saviour will receive holy spirit, so too I would be foolish to deny UFO's,
however I reiterate that I believe that UFO's so called, are really incursions from the spiritual realm,
preparing mankind for the acceptance of the one called 'Anti-christ.' The spirit of ant-christ is already at
work denying Jesus as having come in the flesh, and denying that Jesus is Lord. This spirit of anti-christ is
at work in the sons and daughters of disobedience who rather believe a lie then that Jesus is the way, the
truth and the life ! Satan is able to transform himself into an angel of light and so too his own can
transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, but deny the truth at the same time. How many so
called ministers of Jesus deny the resurrection of Jesus, how many deny the miracles of Jesus, yet they
accept doctrines of devils. The New Age with it's abundant esoteric practices, meditation and spiritual
healings deceive many into following that which is forbidden by God. People want to know the future and
run to mediums and astrologers, but when the wrath of God comes the astrologers won't be able to save
themself let alone anyone else. The world is seeking a saviour and the one coming won't be the real one
but false.
Why I even had a medium tell me recently that Jesus was 'beamed up' to a UFO and that is how he will
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come again, you see the great deception is already at work. He got this from the 'ascended masters' who
of course are nothing more than evil spirits. I told him that I had the 'mind of Christ and that the holy spirit
was with me' he quickly backed off and the phone call ended, you see the truth I proclaimed to him or
rather to the spirit in him pulled down his deception, I wouldn't have any of it, amen.
It is this writer's opinion that the Anti-christ so called might come in this manner from heaven, a deception
upon those who do not believe. Jesus speaking in Matthew 24 and Mark 13; warned of false Christ's
and told the exact manner of His second appearing, he would 'come on the clouds' even as he was to
ascend into the clouds, Acts 1. When Jesus returns he will set his foot on the Mt. of Olives, see
Zechariah 14:3,4. He will NOT be coming in a space ship, but in glory with his mighty holy angels.
So don't get involved in the occult as described, christians are spiritual people not spiritists. We have
Christ Jesus as Lord the holy spirit given to us that we might live unto God, our old life is dead with Jesus
at Mt. Calvary, sin should no longer have dominion over us for we are crucified with Christ. That means
we are alive in the spirit of God and we walk in that selfsame spirit and sin can't touch us for sin can't
touch a dead man; if and only IF WE SIN we have an advocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ the
righteous. The spirit holy that we have received does not sin, so we are not to continue in sin for we have
as stated 'died with Christ.'
We live and move and have our being in Jesus and him alone, we seek none other, but are faithful unto
him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, in the kingdom of God the Father. We stand
firm against anything that opposes the glorious gospel ie: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scripture, that he was buried and that he rose again the third day according to the Scripture. 1
Corinthians 15.
BEWARE, THE OCCULT
"And when they shall say unto you, seek unto them that are mediums and unto wizards that
peep and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God ? Should they seek the dead on
behalf of the living." Isaiah 8:19
It is clear that God sees the mediums and wizards and astrologers and such as being dead. However
God forbids that man call up the dead, a thing which can be done. The author was a medium for a
number of years, and after I came to Jesus I was delivered of two demons, one by which I astral
travelled at night during sleep, and the other a cruel an arrogant spirit which was my familiar spirit or as
they are called today 'spirit guide'. As to astrologers, they will not be able to save themselves on the
Day of the Lord, let alone save anyone else from the wrath to come. See Isaiah 47:12-14.
IT is to be noted that the term 'spirit guide' is a falsehood for the only place these so called spirit guides
will lead, is straight to hell !
This term as well as 'ascended masters' or whatever, are just deceptions to cover the reality that evil
spirits are at work. The New Age movement is so full of all the esoteric religions and spiritual wickedness
in the heavenlies. The christian is in warfare with these spirit realms and it is the armour of God that we
must be clothed with, to withstand the 'wiles of the devil' as Paul said. Read Ephesians 6.
Other passages from the Scripture which you can read are these:
God's commands; Lev. 19:31; 20:27; Deut. 18:10-14;
A seance from the Scripture : Saul goes to the witch/ medium, 1 Samuel 28:5-19
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Saul is punished for this sin, 1 Samuel 31:3-6
The reason made plain for what happened to Saul, 1 Chronicles 10:13,14
When the word of God was preached at Ephesus those who used magic brought their books and burned
them, praise God ! Acts 19:17,18
The occult is a danger ground from which many have ended by suicide, I just praise God that he had me
predestined for salvation, having chosen me before the foundation of the world that I should believe and
be then conformed umnto the image of his well beloved Son, our Messiah Yeshua - Messiah Joshua or
Christos Iesous - Christ Jesus.
I end with the poem MY TESTIMONY.
Before I knew Christ I was dead
On my sins I daily fed,
A real great person in my sight
Was myself, mine own delight.
Abominations I did do
In the sight of God 'tis true,
A medium I did become
I really thought that it was fun
To call up spirits in the dark
While forming a circle,
a real great lark.
But Satan caught me by my soul
And took me down into that hole.
That hole that is a place of fear
Of terror, horror and nightmare;
A place where I was held in chains
Chains on my spirit and great pains.
In the dark I was afraid
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Of things that walked, unseen,
Things that touched me whilst I slept
And during day behind me crept.
My mind was filled with awful sights
Fear which kept me awake at nights.
Of filth, death and graveyard too
I just did not know what to do ?
But then one day I came to know
About how God loved me so
And how that if I came to Him He would forgive me of my sin.
I learnt how Jesus died for me On the tree of Calvary;
And how that Yeshua lives today
To wash the sin of men away.
The Scripture also showed me
That from Satan I was free,
I left the hole he had me in
For in Christ I had no sin.
My life God changed I took Messiah's hand He leads me now and it's sure grand
To know that I shall never die
For on Lord Yeshua I rely.
Thankyou God for saving me
I know that it is true
And I will tell other men
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About how Yeshua loves them too.
2 Corinthians 3:18
end of study XIII

THE LORD'S PRAYER FROM THE ARAMAIC
Our Father in heaven
Hallowed be thy name
Thy Kingdom come
Thy will be done
as in heaven so on earth
Give us bread for our needs
from day to day
Forgive us our offences, as we
Have forgiven our offenders
Do not let us enter into
Temptation
But deliver us from evil
For thine is the Kingdom
For ever and ever "Amen"
Matthew 6:9-13
(from the Ancient Eastern text, the Aramaic of the Peshitta, the Bible of the East)
It is to be noted that God 'leads' no man into temptation, as is inferred in the Authorised translation of this
text,'lead us not into temptation' neither does God 'tempt' any man, but will always with temptation
provide a way 'out'

END OF BOOK
If you care to visit my Home page you are welcome to take any of my items:
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Acropolis/7740
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